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From the Editor

Stephanie Scott, 
 Editor

It's the most wonderful time of the year! Well, maybe 
tied for that spring day when the boat goes in the 
water again.

I'm confident it IS a wonderful time to be thankful 
for the many volunteers that keep TIA running 
smoothly all year long. Some volunteering hours 
every week to keep thousands of river people 
connected and safe. For Peter & the Board, I am truly 
grateful. 

I'm also very thankful for my River friends from both 
sides of the border. You are an integral part of what 
makes every year so special.  To you, I send my 
sincerest wishes for a safe and Happy Holiday. 
 

 

 Due to seasonality, varying water levels, vandalism and equipment 
failure, the Thousand Islands Association (TIA) disclaims any liability for 

the absence of any of its shoal markers from time to time.

thousandislandsassociation@gmail.com
Canada: P.O. Box 2764, Gananoque, ON K7G 2T8

USA: P.O. Box 616 Clayton, NY 13624
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President's 
Message
Peter Fitton

As another remarkable season ends, TIA extends warm holiday 
greetings to all who call our river home—whether on the Canadian 
shore, the U.S. side, or among the islands themselves. 
 
Our cross-border community is one of the greatest strengths of 
this wonderful place, and we’re grateful for the spirit of cooperation 
and friendship that flows as steadily as the river between us 
bringing together generations of families, lifelong friends, and new 
faces who share in the beauty of our islands.
 
This year, we continued our mission of River Safety, Environmental 
Awareness, and Community Support, and we thank our 
Membership, Business Sponsors and Grant Partners for helping 
make that mission possible. From our flagship rock shoal marking 
program, which helps keep boaters safe throughout the season, to 
our support of local emergency services that provide critical 
medical and firefighting response for island residents, your 
engagement and generosity ensure these efforts thrive.
 

https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/
https://www.almanac.com/recipe/perfect-apple-pie
https://www.almanac.com/recipe/apple-cinnamon-waffles
https://www.almanac.com/recipe/baked-apples-filled-sausage
https://www.almanac.com/recipe/baked-apples-filled-sausage
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We a�e ��~«d ¦~ ��~w�~� CPR awd AED ¦�aiwiwg �e��i~w�, 
�¦�ewg¦hewiwg ¦he ��e�a�edwe�� ~f ~«� c~vv«wi¦Â awd hep�iwg 
ew�«�e ¦ha¦ weighb~«�� caw ca�e f~� weighb~«�� Àhew i¦ va¦¦e�� 
v~�¦. We a�e e�«appÂ ��~«d ¦~ ed«ca¦iwg ~«� c~vv«wi¦Â ~w 
Ew¿i�~wvew¦ap AÀa�ewe�� ~f iw¿a�i¿e ��ecie�, �e¦«�wiwg ��ecie� awd 
¦h~�e a¦ �i�m, ¦«�¦pe we�¦ ��~¦ec¦i~w, fi�hiwg piwe awd pead awch~� 
�ecÂcpiwg, awd ¦�a�h f�ee �i¿e� �a�¦we��hi��.
 
The�e ��~g�av� highpigh¦ Àha¦ vame� TIA �~ iv�~�¦aw¦: a �ha�ed 
c~vvi¦vew¦ ¦~ ��~¦ec¦iwg ~we aw~¦he� awd ¦he �i¿e� Àe p~¿e.
Decevbe� i� Na¦i~wap Gi¿iwg M~w¦h, awd i¦ �e¿~p¿e� a�~«wd 
~�gawiÉa¦i~w� vamiwg a diffe�ewce iw �~cie¦Â bÂ hep�iwg ~¦he��. The 
TIA Aww«ap A��eap ha� bec~ve a c�i¦icap c~v�~wew¦ ¦~ bapawciwg 
~«� b«dge¦, awd Àe ¦hawm Â~« f~� c~w�ide�iwg TIA a� a À~�¦hÂ 
cha�i¦abpe ca«�e f~� aww«ap �«��~�¦. App d~wa¦i~w� �ecei¿e Cawadiaw 
awd Ave�icaw ¦aÁ �ecei�¦�. Ppea�e D~wa¦e he�e.
 
A� Àiw¦e� �e¦¦pe� ~¿e� ¦he Th~«�awd I�pawd� awd ~«� c~¦¦age� g�~À 
�«ie¦, vaÂ ¦he vev~�ie� ~f Àa�v e¿ewiwg�, capv baÂ�, awd �ha�ed 
pa«gh¦e� ca��Â Â~« ¦h�~«gh ¦he c~pde� v~w¦h� ahead. We p~~m 
f~�Àa�d ¦~ ¦he ¦ive Àhew Àe caw app �e¦«�w ¦~ ¦he �i¿e� Àe che�i�h.
Wi�hiwg Â~« awd Â~«� p~¿ed ~we� a j~Âf«p h~pidaÂ �ea�~w, a �eacef«p 
NeÀ Yea�, awd �afe ¦�a¿ep� Àhe�e¿e� ¦he h~pidaÂ� ¦ame Â~«. MaÂ ¦he 
��i�i¦ ~f ¦he �i¿e� f~pp~À Â~« h~ve!
 

From Santa
80 Ideas For 
Holiday Family 
Traditions

https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/donate/
https://ideas.hallmark.com/articles/christmas-ideas/holiday-traditions-for-your-family/


Do}g Richardson, Fire Pre�ention Officer
Leeds 1000 Islands Fire Ser�ices 

S}mmer Vacation and 
Rental Cottage Safet�: 
What O�ners Sho}ld Kno�

Residents must obtain a free Open-Air Burn Permit to 
burn within the Township of Leeds and the Thousand 
Islands. Permits must be renewed each year after 
January 1, either online or in person. If you plan to 
burn in a burn barrel, incinerator, or brush pile, you 
must also call 613-704-1812 each time before you burn 
to activate your permit for 24 hours. Campfires are 
exempt from the call-in requirement; however, 
property owners are still responsible for informing 
renters about current fire conditions and restrictions. 
Please note that if the fire department responds due 
to a by-law violation, the property owner—not the 
renter—may be charged for all associated fees.

In recent years, short-term rentals of cottage and 
island properties have become more common in this 
area, including Airbnb rentals. However, an analysis of 
our 2025 call statistics has revealed a need to educate 
short-term rental property owners and renters about 
their fire and life safety responsibilities. Many vacation 
property owners appear to be unaware of the 
regulations and best practices that help keep their 
tenants and property safe.

Open Air B}rn Permits

https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/


Many renters are unfamiliar with rural living basics. 
Property owners should educate renters on what to 
do if an alarm sounds, how to contact emergency 
services, and how to reach the property owner. 

Property owners should provide guidance on: 
• local hospitals and emergency services; 
• boat or vehicle breakdown procedures; 
• how to contact and effectively communicate 
location information to responders, including with 
the information available on TIA’s marine 
emergency call fridge magnets, and how to use the 
app What3Words.

All dwellings, whether permanent or seasonal, must 
have working smoke alarms on every level. This 
includes sleeping cabins. Failure to maintain 
functioning alarms can result in significant fines. 

•  Starting January 1, 2026, new changes to the 
Ontario Fire Code also require carbon monoxide 
(CO) alarms on every level and outside sleeping 
areas for homes with fuel-burning appliances (e.g., 
wood stoves, propane furnaces, cooktops). 

•  Alarms should be tested monthly, it is best to 
replace batteries every six months, and units must 
be replaced after 10 years or according to 
manufacturer instructions.

• If your rental property sleeps more than 10 
people, other regulations may apply.

Emergency Preparedness

Smoke & Carbon Monoxide Alarms

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/thousand-islands-fire-portable-pumps-clinics-for-cottagers-1.7617820
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-92-all-in-a-day/clip/16166327-firefighting-workshop-teaches-1000-islands-residents-keep-homes
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/River-Safety-911.pdf
https://what3words.com/products/what3words-app


Rew¦e�� Àipp be iw¦e�e�¦ed iw b~a¦iwg, �Àivviwg, awd ~¦he� f~�v� ~f 
Àa¦e� �ec�ea¦i~w. TheÂ weed ¦~ be �eviwded ¦ha¦ ~we ~f ¦he �iv�pe�¦ 
ÀaÂ� ¦~ ��e¿ew¦ d�~Àwiwg awd Àa¦e�-�epa¦ed iwj«�ie� i� ¦~ Àea� a 
�e��~wap fl~¦a¦i~w de¿ice (PFD) a¦ app ¦ive� ~w ~� wea� ¦he Àa¦e�. 
M~�e~¿e�, �ew¦ap ��~�e�¦Â ~Àwe�� �h~«pd ��~¿ide pife jacme¦� awd 
cpea�pÂ c~vv«wica¦e ¦he f~pp~Àiwg �afe¦Â �«pe� ¦~ app g«e�¦�:
• App b~a¦e�� awd �addpe�� v«�¦ ha¿e a ��~�e�pÂ fi¦¦ed pife jacme¦. Thi� 
iwcp«de� maÂam�, caw~e�, �addpeb~a�d�, awd �vapp v~¦~�iÉed b~a¦�.
• Chipd�ew awd w~w-�Àivve�� a�e a¦ highe�¦ �i�m—c~w�¦aw¦ 
�«�e�¿i�i~w awd vawda¦~�Â PFD «�e i� e��ew¦iap.
• C~pd Àa¦e� awd �¦�~wg c«��ew¦� caw �«���i�e e¿ew eÁ�e�iewced 
�Àivve��; a PFD caw be ¦he diffe�ewce be¦Àeew pife awd dea¦h.

Wa¦e� �afe¦Â, pime fi�e �afe¦Â, i� a �ha�ed �e��~w�ibipi¦Â. BÂ 
ewc~«�agiwg PFD «�e awd �afe b~a¦iwg ��ac¦ice�, Àe caw ��e¿ew¦ 
¦�agedie� awd ew�«�e e¿e�Â~we ewj~Â� a �afe �«vve� ~w ¦he 1000 
I�pawd� Àa¦e�ÀaÂ�.

P�~¿idiwg �ew¦e�� Ài¦h cpea� �afe¦Â iwf~�va¦i~w w~¦ ~wpÂ ��~¦ec¦� pi¿e� 
awd ��~�e�¦Â b«¦ ap�~ ew�«�e� a �afe� awd v~�e ewj~Âabpe ¿aca¦i~w 
eÁ�e�iewce. BÂ ed«ca¦iwg b~¦h �ew¦e�� awd ��~�e�¦Â ~Àwe�� ab~«¦ fi�e, 
ca�b~w v~w~Áide, awd Àa¦e� �afe¦Â, Àe caw �ed«ce ��e¿ew¦abpe 
eve�gewcie� awd �eiwf~�ce ¦he iv�~�¦awce ~f fi�e awd pife �afe¦Â iw ¦he 
1000 I�pawd�. If Â~« ha¿e awÂ �«e�¦i~w�, �pea�e �ewd ¦hev ¦~ 
fi�e��e¿ew¦i~w@¦~Àw�hi�peed�.~w.ca.

Why It Matters

Water Safet� - Life Jackets Sa�e Li�es



As a long-time Admiral Business Sponsor, I was asked by TIA to share a 
little about myself and my business. My family first came to the river in 
1955.  I’ve been an “Islander” all my life. While my company, Chestnut 
Park Real Estate, is based in Toronto, our reach extends across Ontario’s 
cottage country and internationally through our affiliation with 
Christie’s International Real Estate. I have a home in Toronto and am 
fortunate to have both an island and a farm nearby, which keeps me 
closely connected to the river and the local community.
 
I began selling real estate in central Toronto in 1986, never imagining I 
would one day sell in the Thousand Islands too. As time went on, 
Thousand Island owners asked me to market their waterfront and island 
homes. One of my earliest sales was Netley Island, gifted in 1917 as a 
wedding present to the then owner’s parents—a privilege to help pass 
along such a treasured family property.
 
I focus exclusively on islands and waterfront homes. In the past five 
years, I have sold more of these than any other agent in the region. My 
marketing strategy combines professionally produced marketing 
materials with extensive online promotion. While print advertising 
remains useful, today’s buyers are best reached through digital 
platforms. At Chestnut Park, we’ve embraced this shift, ensuring each 
property benefits from a strong online presence. Through Christie’s, our 
listings are also featured on exclusive international websites, reaching 
buyers few brokerages can access.
 
Contact me if you would like to talk or visit my website

Georgina Ratcliffe, Realtor
TIA S}pporter

Chestnut Park Real Estate

https://www.georginaratcliffe.com/


A Marine battery charger can make 
a practical and convenient gift for 
the boater in your life.

Custom boat wall art by Ocean
Silhouettes. Order from one of 
their many designs or have your 
own boat crafted.

Fender clips make 
repositioning your 
bumpers a snap. 

Customize a nautical flag 
 hat or shirt with a boat 
 or cottage name 

This 
10 in 1  
Boating 
gadget 
comes 
complete 
with a gas 
cap tool

https://www.canadiantire.ca/en/pdp/noco-genius5-smart-battery-charger-maintainer-desulfator-5-amp-6v-12v-0111983p.html?rq=boat+battery+charger
https://www.amazon.ca/Great-Bungee-Adjustable-Bumpers-Accessories/dp/B07HKSCP5C/ref=sr_1_3_sspa?crid=14O29W5XVIMB5&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Z5e0FLTpnmsvZZdXgEGO2ollkMIc3e11LX6xf3TRPXblPk1QwZRBhrZlpGwBxX0_sFu4dP_xgT2QKm3Ht4veDAMeOtiL347mWBfFvOn99uHgEXUKdbZqKBVkz9w3K1BHW8E3k0zFeuBkhXdG-mq1RZsaftjN5s87PAy7NlO08K-3JLUAIvSp1f_VPk4UjtJJzJJB8ekKdf8FApvidVwNppiAPiojLphxyy_R8onT3cybSKQlGehyTWYRYItTQr54M-u35KhClCRsc3t_MsMcCGCOapEnWICRHiS8Ky90sEY.8-zxFxx5ktHTXXDtyasHMH_fD46Gc7QdQQzuMeqKYAQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=gifts+for+boaters&qid=1763661373&sprefix=gifts+for+boaters%2Caps%2C102&sr=8-3-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://www.amazon.ca/Boat-Gadget-10-1-Essential/dp/B085LFDW5L/ref=asc_df_B085LFDW5L?mcid=95c88399bdbd3ff58a02f7c7a99dec06&tag=googleshopc0c-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=706747096474&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=8216497672155343213&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9000712&hvtargid=pla-1046920776943&hvocijid=8216497672155343213-B085LFDW5L-&hvexpln=0&gad_source=1&th=1
https://oceansilhouettes.com/
https://www.boinia.com/1021


Thi� «p¦iva¦e c~¦¦age 
ew¦e�¦aiwvew¦ b~~m i� a 
g�ea¦ gif¦ f~� ¦he ew¦i�e 
favipÂ.

NeÀ gave� f~� favipÂ gave 
wigh¦�. WhÂ w~¦ ¦�Â ¦he 
weÀ Cp«e gave?

A �~�¦abpe, 
À~~dew Picwic 
Tabpe �e�fec¦ f~� 
d~cm¦aip�

The�e i� w~¦hiwg pime �ha¦¦e���~~f 
gpa��e� f~� Àa¦e��ide be¿e�age�.

P�~jec¦~� �e�fec¦ 
f~� v~¿ie wigh¦�. 
(Bed�hee¦ �c�eew 
w~¦ iwcp«ded)

https://www.amazon.ca/Conspiracy-Strategy-Players-Mystery-English/dp/B0BDHR1TXT/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.GTrnHyeDrFo6kHXP9XRHyJyrZnfmhYvQ4ZZ0179uFQsICW9WUG2VxORInQ1l_o3ZH3tSkP8LFcUaTfgfrw28kenyL_rfX9rLwUNfm-Pw_s2Ws-4Ls8R92mVxYu02ZhpgpEamNQd7wTrgR44ZecZ0uW0UpW74rzY7YguUubl_No5Ybmcm4wrmnLMCLuld6mPHSAscNJPngherk03WwhO0B0g-dDWwnQnnce7WpG2T-gxrXawkuSjC4t99fmWmO8uMtkeej7XqJcnOlVcogYAJU4rqhl7Bsm_2HQMzPpgTbGY.eAsn3SxRtltQS4s7_MKiM6ri7YHndWL2OB2ZS5_dexM&dib_tag=se&gad_source=1&hvadid=605616910470&hvdev=c&hvexpln=0&hvlocphy=9000712&hvnetw=g&hvocijid=16320607810290079243--&hvqmt=b&hvrand=16320607810290079243&hvtargid=kwd-2434857426164&hydadcr=21851_13384473&keywords=top+10+board+games+2025&mcid=77e279e51eb63d6ebd786c6b0e496388&qid=1763659673&refinements=p_n_g-1004151746091%3A6882174011&rnid=6882173011&sr=8-2-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://www.amazon.ca/ROJADA-Outdoor-Portable-Disassembly-Champagne/dp/B0CGCTGHVY/ref=asc_df_B0CGCTGHVY?mcid=79e00046f9063021996b78daa2c0d121&tag=googleshopc0c-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=706745350924&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=17038166687306280502&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9000712&hvtargid=pla-2423081882396&hvocijid=17038166687306280502-B0CGCTGHVY-&hvexpln=0&gad_source=1&th=1
https://www.amazon.ca/Great-Canadian-Cottage-Book/dp/144347066X/ref=asc_df_144347066X?mcid=4efcd27fa2023a30ab1bb09c0e535ff9&tag=googleshopc0c-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=706745562871&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=8285428241013409832&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9000712&hvtargid=pla-2274785238872&psc=1&hvocijid=8285428241013409832-144347066X-&hvexpln=0&gad_source=4
https://www.amazon.ca/dp/B0BQN63SW5?tag=consechocaen-22274487-20&linkCode=osi&th=1&language=en_CA&ascsubtag=NoCID%7C3c6f6bdd-3706-43a0-9387-a94cc65185bf
https://www.bestbuy.ca/en-ca/product/brother-eye-4k-mini-projector-300-lumens-built-in-speaker-pre-installed-apps-up-to-200-inch-size-display-2gb-ram-16gb-rom-ultra-fast-all-in-one-super-mini-projector/18599479


TIA Annual Appeal

Tuesday, December 2, 2025, is National Giving Day. We are reaching 
out with a simple request: please help TIA’s programs make a lasting 
impact in our river community. 
 
We have been serving the River Community for more than 90 years.  
Think about what the 1000 Islands means to you and the generations 
of people, family, and friends that love and care for this special place 
so rich in heritage and memories.
 
With your support, we can deliver on our three Mission Pillars.  River 
Safety encompasses the essential services of rock shoal marking; 
promoting emergency preparation, response, and rescue; coordinating 
with local Fire Services in the promotion of fire pumps; and sponsoring 
CPR & AED training.  Environmental Awareness includes organizing 
river cleanup days; providing fishing line recycling stations and turtle 
nest protectors; and promoting endangered species awareness.  
Community Support provided by TIA’s social media and River Talk e-
newsletters keeps us all connected and promotes local businesses and 
their contributions to our Mission Pillars. 

As a nonprofit volunteer organization, we rely on the generosity of 
people like you to continue our mission. The TIA Annual Appeal has 
become a critical component to balancing our budget. By contributing 
you are telling us we are on the right path. 

How You Can Help
There are a number of donation levels of support - Sailor, Cruiser, 
Mariner, Navigator, Pilot, and Commodore, or Donor specified. 
Whatever the amount you give, be assured your gift matters!
TIA is a registered not for profit organization in both Canada and the 
US and issues tax receipts for all donations. Click here for a link to our 
website Donation page.

https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/donate/


Your 2026 TIA Preview

For those electing to mail in their donation, we can be reached at:
 
Thousand Islands Association            Thousand Islands Association
P.O. Box 274                                           P.O. Box 616
Gananoque, ON                                    Clayton, NY
K7G 2T8                                                 13624

We are grateful for all donations and thank you for recognizing TIA 
as a worthy charitable cause for annual support.

 

Thursday, July 9, 2026. 10am-2pm
1000 Islands History Museum
Limited to 18 Participants
Sign-up on TIA website starting in May 2026

TIA is facilitating this event in support of its mission 
pillars of River Safety & Community Support.

Back by popular demand:
Tentative Date:  Saturday, Aug 8, 2026  (Sunday, 
Aug 9 rain date) 10am - 2pm
Admiralty, Fleet and Navy Islands 
Open for 10 Hosts to Volunteer by May 2026

This is a community event for the river people to come together sharing 
fellowship and river stories. 

Consider becoming a host in 2026 and volunteer your slice of river paradise 
to be a treasured stop on this one-day water access only  event. Our target 
is Ten (10) island or mainland properties in the greater the Admiralty, Fleet 
and Navy Groups. We will formally reach out in the new year!
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 1. To grow, a crayfish must molt their exoskeleton and form a new 
one. It is very common for the crayfish to then consume the molted 
shell as it contains calcium and other nutrients.

2. Rusty crayfish females can lay between 80 and 575 eggs. Females 
carry sperm transferred from male crayfish until eggs are ready for 
fertilization.
 
3. Marbled crayfish are an invasive species that can reproduce 
asexually, meaning a single individual can start a new population.

4. Crayfish can regrow a broken claw or limb. This process takes 
multiple molts to return to full size.

Unco�ering the Cra�fish
B�: Stephanie Scott

4 Interesting  Facts About Crayfish

https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/


15

C�aÂfi�h �paÂ a meÂ �~pe 
iw ¦he S¦. LaÀ�ewce 
Ri¿e� f~~d Àeb 
��~¿idiwg veap� f~�
Animals (viwm, ~¦¦e��, 
�ac~~w�), Birds (he�~w�, 
p~~w�, ~���eÂ), Fish 
(�ime, ba��, ca��, �e�ch),
Reptiles (f�~g�, 
�wa��iwg ¦«�¦pe� awd 
�wame�).
, 
Thi� c�aÂfi�h b«ffe¦ Àa� 
ewj~Âed ~w a d~cm iw ¦he 
Advi�ap¦Â I�p.

Iwf~ f�~v The G�ea¦ Lame� Apvawac ¦~ 
Iw¿a�i¿e C�aÂfi�h

Invasive Crayfish Species
The�e a�e a¦ pea�¦ wiwe c�aÂfi�h ��ecie� f~«wd iw ¦he S¦. LaÀ�ewce Ri¿e� 
Àa¦e��hed, iwcp«diwg b~¦h wa¦i¿e awd iw¦�~d«ced ��ecie� pime ¦he R«�¦Â 
C�aÂfi�h (iw¿a�i¿e) awd ¦he S�iwÂcheem C�aÂfi�h. Na¦i¿e ��ecie� iwcp«de 
¦he Vi�ipe C�aÂfi�h awd ¦he N~�¦he�w Cpea�Àa¦e� C�aÂfi�h. 



Many fascinating people and their stories have visited the 
Thousand Islands, but they are now mostly forgotten. This is one 
such tale.
 
The American Vitagraph Company was established by J. Stuart 
Blackton and Albert E. Smith in 1897 in Brooklyn, New York. By 
1907, it had become the most prolific American film production 
company, creating silent films. One of their stars, Jean or the 
Vitagraph Dog, was the first American dog to play a leading role in 
motion pictures.
 
Laurence (Larry) Trimble was a Hollywood director, writer and 
actor in those early days. He made 100 silent films between 1908 
and 1926, but he was best known for his films starring his dogs, 
Jean and later Strongheart. 

B�: Karen Wand

Trimble, 
Staebler 
& Baker

https://saveblindbay.com/
https://www.gananoquereporter.com/news/local-author-karen-wand-launches-new-boat-history-book-in-rockport
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While visiting Germany immediately after the end of World War I, 
Trimble purchased a police-trained German Shepherd dog named 
Etzel von Oringer. In 1921, Trimble and Jane Murfin (a screenwriter 
for Trimble's films) formed Trimble-Murfin Productions with the 
intent of producing films starring Etzel von Oringer. Now known as 
Strongheart, he became the first true canine star of cinema, two 
years before Rin Tin Tin. Trimble trained the dog and directed him 
in four adventure films shot on location: The Silent Call (1921), 
Brawn of the North (1922), The Love Master (1924), and White Fang 
(1925). 
 
There are a couple of stories; Trimble already owned an island in 
the St. Lawrence, which he was allowed to keep after the stock 
market “crash” of 1929, or his daughter's explanation that the 
“crash” drove her father out of Hollywood to settle on the St 
Lawrence River. Whatever the reason, Larry Trimble did, in fact, 
spend time on McDonald Island, although a search of the land 
registry records shows that Trimble never owned any property 
there.
 
Eldon K. Staebler and F. Godfrey Baker, professors at Queen's 
University, founded their company, Staebler & Baker Ltd., in 1909. 
They produced their electrical power recording instrument at the 
cottage they built, known as Napoleon’s Hat, on Hay Island and 
were acquainted with Larry Trimble.  In fact, Mr. Staebler acquired 
a dog that Larry had trained, a large black Belgian shepherd he 
called “Sanko.” Sanko is remembered for crossing the ice from Hay 
Island, wearing a pack that carried orders for shipment.  He would 
walk to the post office, where the goods were unpacked, their mail 
was inserted, and Sanko returned home to Hay Island with it.

Learn more about Karen and her new 
book exploring local boat building here.

https://cwf-fcf.org/en/explore/gardening-for-wildlife/plants/buy/native-plant-suppliers/native-plant-suppliers/on/
https://www.gananoquereporter.com/news/local-author-karen-wand-launches-new-boat-history-book-in-rockport


The name “dog-strangling vine” refers to two invasive plants native 
to Eurasia – black swallowwort and pale swallowwort 
(Vincetoxicum nigrum, Vincetoxicum rossicum ). These members 
of the milkweed family were introduced to the northeastern United 
States in the mid-1800s for use in gardens but escaped into the 
wild. In recent years these perennial vines have spread rapidly 
throughout southern Ontario, southern Quebec and in several 
American states along the Lake Ontario, St. Lawrence River 
corridor.

B�: Jean Dabros

In�asi�e Species 
Update – Dog 
Strangling Vine

Impacts of Dog-Strangling Vine 
Dog-strangling vine forms dense colonies that overwhelm and 
crowd out native plants and young trees, preventing forest 
regeneration. 
 
Interwoven vines form mats that are difficult to walk through and 
interfere with forest management and recreational activities. 
Leaves and roots may be toxic to livestock. Deer and other 
browsing animals also avoid dog-strangling vine, which can 
increase grazing pressure on more palatable native plants. 
The vine threatens the monarch butterfly, a species at risk in 
Ontario. The butterflies lay their eggs on the plant, but the larvae 
are unable to complete their life cycle and do not survive.

https://saveblindbay.com/


On Dec. 4 2025 the St. Lawrence Eastern 
Lake Ontario Partnership for Regional 
Invasive Species Management (SLELO 
PRISM) is holding a zoom conference that 
all are welcome to attend.  Register here
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Photo from 
https://www.sleloinvasives.org/inva
sives/tiered-species-list/black-and-
pale-swallow-wort/

https://cwf-fcf.org/en/explore/gardening-for-wildlife/plants/buy/native-plant-suppliers/native-plant-suppliers/on/
https://tnc.zoom.us/meeting/register/nZCfexNQR_evUq3Pi1e5Xw#/registration
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To learn more about any sponsor, click on their logo.

https://www.1000island.net/
https://divebrockville.com/
https://www.getgm.com/
https://www.hansler.com/
https://americanbaitworks.com/
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/
https://clarksmarina.ca/
https://marina.ca/
https://www.gananoque.ca/invest-in-gananoque/business-directory/eastern-marine-service
https://www.cityexperiences.com/gananoque/city-cruises/
https://ivyleaclub.ca/
https://www.houseboatholidays.ca/
https://glenhouseresort.com/
https://advisor.investorsgroup.com/en/heather_caird#%23
https://www.clarkeandwright.com/
https://www.homehardware.ca/en/store/14407
https://c-tow.ca/
https://andrecon.com/
https://kehoemarine.com/
http://www.villagequay.com/
https://www.georginaratcliffe.com/


To learn more about any sponsor, click on their logo.
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https://www.gordonbarr.ca/
https://mobilekitchenscanada.com/
http://www.topshop.on.ca/
https://wavveboating.com/
http://pecksmarina.ca/
https://redmondrealtyltd.com/
mailto:john.pelow@sympatico.ca
https://www.facebook.com/QualityMarineConstruction/
https://rockportcruises.com/
https://moultontreeservice.ca/
https://solowaywright.com/
https://www.facebook.com/thewoodenboatshop
https://www.stlawrencecruiselines.com/
https://parks.canada.ca/pn-np/on/1000/~/link.aspx?_id=0CC0861610684BE19B1B5462F8D92C82&_z=z
http://thornbuschlandscaping.com/

