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From the Editor

Stephanie Scott, 

It's great to have the summer on our horizons again. 
The boat is in the water, the cottage is opened, 
friend weekends have been booked, theatre tickets 
have been purchased and there is lots of sun to 
anticipate.

As we think forward to the sunny days, we can't 
forget to think about the lists of precautions we 
need to take every year to keep ourselves and our 
loved ones safe on the river.  The police are usually 
blitzing early in the season to remind us to have our 
boats stocked with the proper equipment, and TIA is 
here to help with the rest.

A safe and fun summer is what it's all about!

 

 Due to seasonality, varying water levels, vandalism and equipment 
failure, the Thousand Islands Association (TIA) disclaims any liability for 

the absence of any of its shoal markers from time to time.

thousandislandsassociation@gmail.com
Canada: P.O. Box 2764, Gananoque, ON K7G 2T8

USA: P.O. Box 616 Clayton, NY 13624
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President's 
Message
Peter Fitton

There is something timeless and deeply reassuring about spring in 
the “Garden of the Great Spirit” and  the return to the familiar 
sounds and sights that generations have treasured — the haunting 
call of the loon across the water at dusk, the return of osprey and 
herons to their nesting grounds, the blossoming of wildflowers 
along the shoreline, and the fresh green canopy emerging once 
again over the Islands.
 
TIA continues to deliver on  its mission of Community Support. 
Given the resounding success of the 2025 Fire Pump Initiative last 
year – thanks in good part to its integration with the Dock to Door 
Program of the Leeds 1000 Islands Fire Services – the program will 
be repeated and expanded this summer. For those who missed it, 
here is the link to the CBC coverage of the 2025 program. Read 
more in this issue about TIA Fire Pump 2026 Initiative - the 
Neighbourhood  Network Program.
 
A big shout out THANK YOU for Community Grants received to 
support our annual replacement of worn-out rock markers 
program.  The Town of Gananoque awarded TIA  $2,860.00, and the 
Township of Leeds and the Thousand Islands (TLTI) awarded TIA  
$8,580.00.  The unit cost of a replacement rock marker including 
anchoring material has increased to $572.00. TIA will be self-

Another season dawns along 
the magnificent “Manitouana”!

https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/
https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-tips/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/thousand-islands-fire-portable-pumps-clinics-for-cottagers-1.7617820


funding about $5,720.00 this year as a condition to receiving 
these grants to purchase 30 replacement makers. These markers 
are an important reminder of TIA’s longstanding commitment to 
river safety, stewardship, and community service throughout the 
Thousand Islands.

Mark your calendars! On Thursday, July 9, TIA is once again 
offering a 4-hour CPR and AED Certified Training Session at the 
1000 Islands History Museum from 10am to 2pm. Space is limited 
to 21 participants, so register early under the Community 
Support section of our website: Register for CPR Training
 
SAVE THE DATE! TIA AGM Chair Alec Turner is hard at work 
organizing our Annual General Meeting and breakfast to be held 
on Saturday, July 18, 2026 on the waterfront at the Gananoque 
Playhouse Theatre - details in this issue.
 
Attention Island Patriots! Organizer Dan McWilliam is pleased to 
announce the Dock, Deck & Den Tour will be back for the 2026 
river season on Saturday, August 8, 2026. The first step is to 
recruit ten (10)  members to volunteer their cottage property as a 
stop over destination on this memorable event. This year, we are 
looking for Patriots from the Lake Fleet, Navy Group and Ivy Lea 
Islands to promote engagement beyond the Admiralty Group in 
our river community – feel free to connect with Dan at 
mail@danmcwilliam.com - details in this issue.
 
 If you have not already, please renew your 2026 tax-deductible 
TIA membership. Your continued support makes everything we 
do possible. Please renew online at 
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/membership/
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Read on for more River Talk!

https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/scholarship-program/
mailto:mail@danmcwilliam.com?subject=Dock%2C%20Deck%20%26%20Den%20Tour
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/cpr-course/
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Welcome to another year and a new beginning on the river!
Founded in 1934, and now more than 90 years and 5 
generations later, our roots are deep in traditions and 
memories with friends and family in our world-renowned 
beautiful Thousand Islands of the upper St. Lawrence River. 

Today we share the responsibility of its stewardship as we 
deliver on our Missions of River Safety, Environmental 
Awareness, and Community Support. Your renewed 
membership ensures the safety and support of residents 
and boaters alike. 

Renew Your TIA 
Membership Today

TIA is an international registered not-for-profit 
organization, which issues tax receipts for all 
Canadian and American memberships and donations.

Purchase & maintenance 
of 200+ shoal markers 

Support of emergency 
response equipment & 
services

Environmental awareness 
programs

 

News and information on the 
river & its community

Fellowship opportunities
 
Information on water levels & 
a unified voice for local 
regulatory agencies and 
proposed legislation
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TIA's 2026 AGM

Click Here to Sign }p No� & 
Order �o}r Hot Breakfasts!!

https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/agm-breakfast/


If Àe ¦«�w bacm ¦he cp~cm ¦~ MaÂ 1�¦, app ¦hiwg� Àa¦e� pe¿ep� Àe�e 
p~~miwg v~�e ¦haw a bi¦ �ca�Â f~� ¦he �evaiwde� ~f ���iwg awd ¦he 
�«vve�.  Wa¦e� pe¿ep� Àe�e �i�iwg FAST – Lame Ow¦a�i~ �~�e 
a���~Áiva¦epÂ 2.5 fee¦ / 75 cew¦ive¦e�� iw j«�¦ 8 Àeem�.  Iwfl~À� ¦~ 
Lame Ow¦a�i~ (Ne¦ T~¦ap S«��pÂ – ¦he c~vbiwa¦i~w ~f fl~À� f�~v 
Lame E�ie, ��eci�i¦a¦i~w, awd �«w~ff) Àe�e Àepp ab~¿e a¿e�age f~� 
wea�pÂ ¦À~ v~w¦h�, ¦he O¦¦aÀa Ri¿e� fl~À� Àe�e �e¦¦iwg �ec~�d 
high� f~� pa¦e A��ip, awd S¦. LaÀ�ewce Ri¿e� ~«¦fl~À� a¦ ¦he M~�e� 
Sa«wde�� Dav Àe�e �ed«ced ¦~ hep� ��e¿ew¦ fl~~diwg d~Àw�i¿e�.  
Wa� 2026 g~iwg ¦~ be aw~¦he� 2017/2019 Âea� ~f eÁce�¦i~wappÂ high 
Àa¦e� awd fl~~diwg (¦~� 2 c«�¿e�)?  O� vigh¦ i¦ iw�¦ead be a Âea� pime 
2023, Àhe�e pe¿ep� �h~¦ «� �a�idpÂ, b«¦ ¦hew c~wdi¦i~w� �hif¦ed 

B�: TIA Water Le�els Committee, Barton, Ste�art & White 

Le�el Looks to Sta� Abo�e 
A�erage for 2026

quickly in May, 
giving us a very 
nice summer in the 
1000 Islands?  
Here’s a chart 
showing 2026 in red 
vs. those other 3 
years in gray – you 
can see how all of 
them have similar 
steep rises in levels: 
We’re near the 2023 
peak right now!



Fa�¦ f~�Àa�d ab~«¦ 3 ½ Àeem� ¦~ ¦~daÂ, MaÂ 25¦h, a� Àe À�i¦e ¦hi� 
a�¦icpe, awd i¦ a��ea�� ¦ha¦ iv�~�¦aw¦ c~wdi¦i~w� ha¿e chawged 
�a�idpÂ pime iw 2023.  1) T~¦ap iwfl~À� ¦~ Lame Ow¦a�i~ d�~��ed ¦~ 
v«ch-cp~�e�-¦~-a¿e�age pe¿ep�, 2) O¦¦aÀa Ri¿e� fl~À� d�~��ed 
d~Àw ¦~ a v~�e a¿e�age �awge ~f fl~À� awd didw’¦ ha¿e a �ec~wd 
pa�ge �eam, awd 3) S¦. LaÀ�ewce Ri¿e� ~«¦fl~À� a¦ ¦he M~�e� 
Sa«wde�� Dav Àe�e abpe ¦~ be iwc�ea�ed bacm «� ¦~ Ppaw 2014-
capc«pa¦ed ~«¦fl~À� a� ¦he �i�m ~f d~Àw�i¿e� fl~~diwg aba¦ed.  The 
�i�m ~f aw~¦he� 2017/2019 miwd ~f Âea�, ¦hawmf«ppÂ, becave a ¿e�Â 
�ev~¦e �~��ibipi¦Â.

S~ Àhe�e d~ Àe g~ f�~v he�e?  A� i� «�«appÂ ¦he ca�e iw ¦he ���iwg, 
i¦ app de�ewd� ~w ¦he Àea¦he�!  Tha¦ �aid, app �igw� �~iw¦ ¦~ a Âea� 
Ài¦h �pew¦Â ~f Àa¦e� ¦h�~«gh~«¦ ¦he Ri¿e� �ea�~w.  A� caw be �eew 
bep~À iw ¦he v~�¦ �ecew¦ f~�eca�¦ bep~À i��«ed ~w MaÂ 21�¦, ¦he 
pe¿ep� be¦Àeew 5% “Àe¦” awd 95% “d�Â” c~wdi¦i~w� app �evaiw Àepp 
ab~¿e a¿e�age ¦h�~«gh~«¦ ¦he �«vve� awd iw¦~ ¦he fapp.  I� i¦ g~iwg 
¦~ be �e�fec¦ f~� e¿e�Â~we?  N~, awd i¦ we¿e� i� – f~� eÁav�pe, ¦h~�e 
Ài¦h p~Àe� d~cm� ha¿e ap�eadÂ beew ha¿iwg ¦�~«bpe Ài¦h ¦he 
�epa¦i¿epÂ high Àa¦e�.  H~Àe¿e�, vawÂ Ài¦h �happ~À Àa¦e� ha¿e 
beew �ej~iciwg a¦ ¦he ab«wdawce ~f de�¦h a¦ ¦hei� p~ca¦i~w�.  App iw 
app, i¦’� �ha�iwg «� ¦~ be a g�ea¦ �ea�~w ~f Àa¦e� pe¿ep� f~� ¦he 1000 
I�pawd�!
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https://ijc.org/en/loslrb/watershed/forecasts


F~� ~¿e� 40 Âea��, C-T~À Ma�iwe A��i�¦awce ha� beew mee�iwg Cawadiaw 
b~a¦e�� �afe, c~wfidew¦, awd ~w ¦he Àa¦e�. F~«wded iw 1984 bÂ Jiv MacD~wapd 
awd S¦e¿e Acmpe� — iw��i�ed bÂ a ga� iw Cawadiaw C~a�¦ G«a�d �ec�ea¦i~wap 
�e�¿ice� — C-T~À Àa� b«ip¦ ~w a �iv�pe bepief: b~a¦e�� de�e�¿e �epiabpe, 
��~fe��i~wap hep� Àhew ¦heÂ weed i¦ v~�¦.

Wha¦ �¦a�¦ed a� a ¿i�i~w ¦~ �«��~�¦ �ec�ea¦i~wap b~a¦e�� ha� g�~Àw iw¦~ 
Cawada'� pa�ge�¦ va�iwe a��i�¦awce we¦À~�m, Ài¦h v~�e ¦haw 10,000 
vevbe�� c~a�¦ ¦~ c~a�¦. F~� b~a¦e�� wa¿iga¦iwg ¦he bea«¦if«p Àa¦e�� ~f ¦he 
Th~«�awd I�pawd� awd ¦he S¦. LaÀ�ewce Ri¿e�, C-T~À i� ¦he wave ¦heÂ ¦�«�¦.
 
C-T~À ��~¿ide� 24/7 ~w-Àa¦e� a��i�¦awce, iwcp«diwg ¦~Àiwg, f«ep depi¿e�Â, 
�~f¦ «wg�~«wdiwg�, ba¦¦e�Â b~~�¦�, awd v~�e. O«� ��~fe��i~wap ca�¦aiw� a�e 
p~cap va�iwe�� Àh~ mw~À Ow¦a�i~ Àa¦e�� — beca«�e beiwg �e�c«ed bÂ 
�~ve~we Àh~ «wde��¦awd� Â~«� �«��~«wdiwg� vame� app ¦he diffe�ewce.
 
The Commander Membership — Built for Ontario Boaters
The C~vvawde� Ppaw i� de�igwed f~� Ow¦a�i~ b~a¦e��, ��~¿idiwg c~¿e�age 
f�~v MaÂ 1 ¦~ Oc¦~be� 31 each Âea�. F~� j«�¦ $160/Âea�, vevbe�� �ecei¿e:
2 ¦~À� �e� Âea�
Uwpivi¦ed �e�¿ice capp�
20% ~ff a¦ ¦he C-T~À Ma�iwe S¦~�e & eÁcp«�i¿e �a�¦we� di�c~«w¦�
Acce�� ¦~ ~«� NEW, free mobile app Ài¦h GPS di��a¦ch awd pi¿e ca�¦aiw 
¦�acmiwg
 
New: The C-Tow App
O«� �e¿av�ed v~bipe a�� �«¦� e¿e�Â¦hiwg a¦ Â~«� fiwge�¦i�� — GPS-ba�ed 
di��a¦ch, pi¿e ca�¦aiw ¦�acmiwg, va�iwe Àea¦he�,  awd di�ec¦ c~vv«wica¦i~w 
Ài¦h ~«� ¦eav. Ge¦¦iwg hep� ~w ¦he Àa¦e� ha� we¿e� beew fa�¦e�.
 
The Th~«�awd I�pawd� i� ~we ~f Ow¦a�i~'� v~�¦ ¦�ea�«�ed b~a¦iwg 
de�¦iwa¦i~w�, awd Àe'�e ��~«d ¦~ �«��~�¦ e¿e�Â b~a¦e� Àh~ capp� i¦ h~ve.
Vi�i¦ «� a¦ ÀÀÀ.c-¦~À.ca Capp «� 24/7: 1-888-419-2869 Evaip: iwf~@c-¦~À.ca

TIA S}pporter
C-To� Marine Assistance

https://saveblindbay.com/
https://www.c-tow.ca/
https://c-tow.ca/resources/#c-tow-app-overview
mailto:info@c-tow.ca
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TIA Trash Free River 
Clean-up
By: Jean Dabros, Alli Regan

A big thanks to the dedicated volunteers who came out to support 
the TIA Trash Free River event that was held on Saturday, May 23rd.  
Your efforts to keep our River clean are commendable and we 
appreciate the support.
Among the 
numerous 
volunteers was 
none other than 
the Mayor of Leeds 
and the Thousand 
Islands, Corinna 
Smith-Gatcke

Special thanks to 
1000 Islands 
Kayaking and Whaley 
Marine not only for 
their time but barges 
too, moving both 
people and trash!

We are happy to report 
that a trailer's worth of 
garbage has been 
properly disposed of!

https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/


Beneath the S}rface of 
the St. La�rence Ri�er
B�: Stephanie Scott

Divers from all over the world gather here to explore some of the 
best freshwater diving available. With thanks to the local zebra 
mussels, there can be up to 70 ft. of visibility to showcase 
underwater cliffs, marine life and a multitude of historic shipwrecks. 
 
A variety of ship classes, from schooners and steamers to freighters 
and ferries, offer insight into how vital the passage has been 
throughout Canadian and American history. Ships travelling for 
exploration, military strategy, cargo and pleasure have done so 
spanning centuries.  

 At the bottom of the River, the memories have been preserved.

Before shoal markers and 
modern GPS tools, the 
Thousand Islands was a 
navigational challenge leaving 
somewhere around 1,800 ships 
wrecked in its waters.  Some, 
like the Briton, wrecked off the 
northern shore of Mudlunta, 
are shallow enough to be seen 
from the surface of the River. 
Most, however, are in deeper 
waters and prime attractions 
for divers.

https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/


Details of some of the more notable shipwrecks are Google-able 
or available at your local library..
Depending on your search
parameters, there are more 
than 42 shipwrecks listed on
ShipwreckWorld.com. The 
website's interactive map 
provides the ship's names, 
longitude and latitude 
coordinates of its resting place 
and the date it sunk.
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The Iroquois (HMS Anson) - French built in 1759, sunk 1763
The Maggie L -90-foot schooner, sunk November 1927
Eastcliffe Hall - 343-foot freighter, sunk 1970
AE Vickory – 1861 three masted schooner, sunk August 17, 1889
The America – steel drill barge, sunk June 20, 1932
Wolfe Islander II – 1946 80-foot car ferry, sunk September 21, 1985
The Keystorm – 2300 ton English steamer, sunk October 12, 1912
Lillie Parsons – 2 masted centerboard schooner, sunk August 5, 1877
The Muscallonge – 245 ton tug, sunk August 15, 1936

  

Some popular diving spots in the St. Lawrence inlcude:

There are so many wrecks, you may be passing over one or two on 
your regular route and not even know it!

Want to know more about the shipwrecks of the River?

https://www.shipwreckworld.com/maps/category/saint-lawrence-river
https://www.shipwreckworld.com/maps/category/saint-lawrence-river


The Tho}sand Islands 
Di�ers Alliance (TIDA)
B�: Todd D. Keister
The Th~«�awd I�pawd� Di¿e�� Appiawce, mw~Àw a� TIDA awd 
head�«a�¦e�ed iw ApeÁawd�ia BaÂ, i� a weÀ w~w��~fi¦ ~�gawiÉa¦i~w 
c�ea¦ed ¦~ �«��~�¦ ¦he heap¦h, �afe¦Â, awd p~wg-¦e�v �¦eÀa�d�hi� ~f 
¦he Th~«�awd I�pawd� �egi~w ~f ¦he S¦. LaÀ�ewce Ri¿e�.
 
F~«wded bÂ p~cap di¿e�� Àh~ �aÀ a weed f~� ~�gawiÉed «wde�Àa¦e� 
cpeaw«�, �«bpic ed«ca¦i~w, awd �e��~w�ibpe acce�� ¦~ ¦he Ri¿e�’� 
hi�¦~�ic di¿e �i¦e�, TIDA b�iwg� ¦~ge¦he� �ec�ea¦i~wap di¿e��, 
c~vv«wi¦Â �a�¦we��, v«wici�api¦ie�, awd c~w�e�¿a¦i~w-viwded 
�e�idew¦� Ài¦h a �ha�ed g~ap: ¦~ ��e�e�¿e, ��~¦ec¦, awd iv��~¿e ¦he 
«wde�Àa¦e� ew¿i�~wvew¦ ~f ¦he Th~«�awd I�pawd�.
TIDA’� À~�m f~c«�e� ~w «wde�Àa¦e� deb�i� �ev~¿ap awd cpeaw«� 
��~jec¦�, di¿e� �afe¦Â awd �«bpic aÀa�ewe��, �e��~w�ibpe �ec�ea¦i~wap 
di¿iwg, awd ��~¦ec¦i~w ~f ¦he �egi~w’� hi�¦~�icappÂ �igwificaw¦ 
�hi�À�ecm�. The ~�gawiÉa¦i~w i� ap�~ de¿ep~�iwg ci¦iÉew-�ciewce awd 
ew¿i�~wvew¦ap v~wi¦~�iwg ��~jec¦� ¦ha¦ app~À di¿e�� ¦~ c~ppec¦ «�ef«p 
~b�e�¿a¦i~w� ab~«¦ Àa¦e� cpa�i¦Â awd «wde�Àa¦e� c~wdi¦i~w�.

Ap¦h~«gh TIDA i� a Â~«wg ~�gawiÉa¦i~w, i¦ ha� ap�eadÂ �ecei¿ed 
ewc~«�agiwg c~vv«wi¦Â �«��~�¦. Recew¦ g�aw¦ �«��~�¦ f�~v ¦he 
N~�¦he�w NeÀ Y~�m C~vv«wi¦Â F~«wda¦i~w awd S¦eÀa�¦’� Sh~�� i� 
hep�iwg TIDA eÁ�awd ¿~p«w¦ee� �ec�«i¦vew¦, �afe¦Â ed«ca¦i~w, awd 
�«bpic aÀa�ewe�� eff~�¦�. TIDA i� ap�~ ��~«d ¦~ �a�¦we� Ài¦h Sa¿e The 
Ri¿e�, ��~¿idiwg «wde�Àa¦e� �«��~�¦ f~� Ri¿e�-f~c«�ed e¿ew¦� awd 

Meet an underwater River 
Clean-up Crew

https://saveblindbay.com/


working alongside one of the region’s leading environmental 
organizations.

One of TIDA’s current priorities is improving public awareness of 
diver-down flag safety through shoreline signage at popular boating 
and diving locations. The organization is also working with local 
partners on improvements at the Islander dive site in Alexandria 
Bay, including safer shore access, shoreline beautification, and 
environmental stewardship.
 
TIDA welcomes support from volunteers, sponsors, waterfront 
businesses, municipalities, and anyone who cares about protecting 
the River above and below the surface.
 
To learn more, volunteer, or support TIDA’s work, visit 
www.tidivers.org or follow us on Facebook under tidiversalliance.
For more information, contact Todd D. Keister, Founder/Director, at 
info@tidivers.org.

“A TIDA dive team poses with more than 200 pounds of debris removed 
from the River bottom following an operation along the Alexandria Bay 
shoreline”

mailto:info@tidivers.org


Ri�a Resta}rant
TIA S}pporter

In 2013 Riva opened its doors at 45 King St West in Gananoque, in the 
historic stone Parmenter house, which had previously been home to The 
Golden Apple restaurant and tea room– a beloved staple in the 
community for over 60 years. Today, Riva operates as a casual fine dining 
Italian restaurant serving authentic pastas, pizza, and traditional dishes 
from all over Italy. Featuring an extensive wine list, indoor fireplaces, 
acoustic music nights, and a secluded garden patio, the space has 
become a favourite gathering place among those celebrating all the 
flavours of life. Riva serves both lunch and dinner 7 days a week. 
Reservations are recommended and can be made by calling the 
restaurant at 613-887-2487 or visiting www.rivarestaurant.ca

https://saveblindbay.com/
https://www.rivarestaurant.ca/


mailto: mail@danmcwilliam.com?subject=Dock%2C%20Deck%20%26%20Den%20Tour


Given the resounding success of the 2025 Fire Pump Initiative last 
year – thanks in good part to its integration with the Dock to Door 
Program of the Leeds 1000 Islands Fire Services – the program will 
be repeated and expanded this summer. For those who missed it, 
here is the link to the CBC coverage of the 2025 program. 

To recap, last year TIA donated two portable fire pumps to Leeds 
1000 Islands Fire Services. These pumps were used in several 
demonstration clinics by the Fire Prevention Team, headed by Fire 
Prevention Officer (FPO) Doug Richardson and Station Captain 
Peter Evans. In these clinics, islanders are given a presentation on 
best practices in fire prevention on islands, the benefits having a 
pump on hand to contain island fires, and a primer on pump use 
and maintenance. For those interested, hands-on experience in 
using a portable pump for fire containment is provided.

B�: Jim Côté, Chair, Ri�er Safet�

TIA’s 2026 Fire P}mp Initiati�e and 
Neighbo}rhood Net�ork Program 
(NNP)

https://saveblindbay.com/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/thousand-islands-fire-portable-pumps-clinics-for-cottagers-1.7617820
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Demonstration clinics are scheduled for the locations and dates 
listed below, beginning at 9:00 AM and running until 12:00 at the 
latest, depending on the interests of those in attendance. Note that 
these demonstrations are open to all, but those on islands nearby 
each location will find them more convenient to attend.

       Sat. June 27, Ivy lea Government Dock, 117 Ivy Lea Road 
                      (come by boat or car)
       Sat. July 25, Troughton Island
       Sat. Aug. 8, Juniper Island 

The expansion of the TIA Fire Pump Initiative this summer will 
involve a pilot program – the Neighbourhood Network Program 
(NNP) – in three island groups (Admiralty, Lake Fleet, Navy). This 
program is designed to establish a system for mapping the 
locations of all portable water pumps that can be used to fight local 
island fires until Fire Services arrive in their fire-fighting boats. 
Several people have volunteered in each island group to be 
“skippers.” These skippers will canvass their neighbours to 
determine who already owns a pump but also to emphasize the 
importance of having (well-maintained) portable fire pumps for 
emergency preparation on islands. If you have a cottage in one of 
these three island groups, you can look forward to being contacted 
by your local skipper, who will explain the program and its benefits 
in greater detail. Based on lessons 
 learned, this program will be 
expanded to more island groups in 
the future.

If you any questions, or want to know 
more, email: 
fireprevention@townshipleeds.on.ca 
or markerwatchers@gmail.com

mailto:fireprevention@townshipleeds.on.ca?subject=TIA%20Fire%20Pump%20Initiative%20%26%20Neighbourhood%20Program
mailto:markerwatchers@gmail.com?subject=TIA%20Fire%20Pump%20Initiative%20%26%20Neighbourhood%20Program


C~wc~�d H~ve� ha� ��~«dpÂ beew b«ipdiwg awd �ew~¿a¦iwg h~ve� f~� v~�e 
¦haw 27 Âea��, Ài¦h ~¿e� 15 Âea�� ~f eÁ�e�iewce À~�miwg ¦h�~«gh~«¦ ¦he 
Th~«�awd I�pawd� �egi~w. O¿e� ¦he decade�, Àe’¿e b«ip¦ a �e�«¦a¦i~w f~� 
�«api¦Â c�af¦�vaw�hi�, a¦¦ew¦i~w ¦~ de¦aip, awd a c~vvi¦vew¦ ¦~ c�ea¦iwg 
��ace� ¦ha¦ �eflec¦ b~¦h ~«� cpiew¦�’ ¿i�i~w awd ¦he «wi�«e cha�ac¦e� ~f ¦he 
�i¿e� c~vv«wi¦Â.

C~wc~�d H~ve� ~ffe�� a f«pp-�e�¿ice a���~ach ¦~ c~w�¦�«c¦i~w, g«idiwg 
cpiew¦� ¦h�~«gh e¿e�Â �¦age ~f ¦he ��~ce�� — f�~v iwi¦iap de�igw c~wce�¦� 
awd �e�vi¦¦iwg ¦h�~«gh ¦~ c~w�¦�«c¦i~w awd fiwap c~v�pe¦i~w. F~� cpiew¦� 
Àh~ ap�eadÂ ha¿e a de�igwe� ~� a�chi¦ec¦, Àe a�e e�«appÂ ha��Â ¦~ 
c~ppab~�a¦e a� �a�¦ ~f ¦he ¦eav ¦~ hep� b�iwg ¦he ��~jec¦ ¦~ pife. Whe¦he� 
Â~«’�e �¦a�¦iwg Ài¦h a ¿i�i~w ~w �a�e� ~� �iv�pÂ aw idea, Àe caw hep� 
�¦�eavpiwe ¦he ��~ce�� awd �e�¿e a� Â~«� fi��¦ — awd ~wpÂ — �¦~� Àhew i¦ 
c~ve� ¦~ Â~«� ��~jec¦.
 
O«� �e�¿ice� iwcp«de c«�¦~v weÀ b«ipd�, �ew~¿a¦i~w�, addi¦i~w�, mi¦chew�, 
ba¦h�~~v�, eÁ¦e�i~� «�g�ade�, awd f«pp ��~jec¦ vawagevew¦ f�~v c~wce�¦ 
¦h�~«gh c~v�pe¦i~w. Whe¦he� �e�¦~�iwg a �ea�~wap c~¦¦age, eÁ�awdiwg a 
favipÂ h~ve, ~� b«ipdiwg a c«�¦~v Àa¦e�f�~w¦ �e¦�ea¦, ~«� g~ap i� apÀaÂ� ¦~ 
depi¿e� a high-�«api¦Â fiwi�hed ��~d«c¦ awd a �~�i¦i¿e b«ipdiwg eÁ�e�iewce.
 
A� a Ta�i~w Wa��aw¦Â �egi�¦e�ed b«ipde�, C~wc~�d H~ve� i� c~vvi¦¦ed ¦~ 
��~fe��i~wapi�v, ¦�aw��a�ewcÂ, awd p~wg-¦e�v �«api¦Â. We ¦ame ��ide w~¦ 
~wpÂ iw ¦he h~ve� Àe b«ipd, b«¦ ap�~ iw ¦he �epa¦i~w�hi�� Àe’¿e e�¦abpi�hed 
Ài¦hiw ¦he Th~«�awd I�pawd� c~vv«wi¦Â ~¿e� ¦he Âea��.
 
We a�e g�a¦ef«p f~� ¦he c~w¦iw«ed �«��~�¦ f�~v h~ve~Àwe�� awd p~cap 
�a�¦we�� ¦h�~«gh~«¦ ¦he �egi~w awd p~~m f~�Àa�d ¦~ �e�¿iwg ¦he c~vv«wi¦Â 
f~� vawÂ Âea�� ¦~ c~ve.
 
T~ pea�w v~�e ab~«¦ C~wc~�d H~ve�, ¿i�i¦ ÀÀÀ.c~wc~�dh~ve�.ca ~� 
c~w¦ac¦ «� a¦ 613-384-0033 ~� iwf~@c~wc~�dh~ve�.ca.

TIA S}pporter
Concord Homes

https://saveblindbay.com/
mailto:info@concordhomes.ca.
https://www.concordhomes.ca/
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https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/sponsor/
https://thousandislandsassociation@gmail.com/
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One of the most frustrating aspects of invasive species is that many 
of them are fairly widespread, well established and extremely 
difficult to remove or completely eradicate (they are, after all, 
invasive!). This species, the Tench, is one that is currently expanding 
its range up the St. Lawrence River towards the Laurentian Great 
Lakes, and we can help stop its spread.

By: Jean Dabros
Tench    

The Tench (Tinca tinca) is a fish native to Europe and Western Asia 
that was brought to the U.S. as a sport and food fish.  It has become 
well established in the U.S. Mississippi Watershed and the Columbia 
River in British Columbia.  In 1991 Tench was illegally introduced by 
an unlicensed fish farm to the Richelieu River, a tributary of the St. 
Lawrence, where it has  since proliferated.  Commercial fisherman 
reported an exponentially increased rate of capture in the St. 
Lawrence fluvial lake, Lac St. Pierre. A recent issue of the Save the 
River Newsletter  sought to draw attention to Tench by citing a study 
from McGill University, highlighting four fishing methods to best 
sample Tench in its introduced range 

Photos from https://www.sleloinvasives.org/invasives/tiered-species-list/tench/

Invasive Species Focus

https://saveblindbay.com/
https://savetheriver.org/
https://www.mcgill.ca/newsroom/channels/news/mcgill-study-identifies-most-effective-methods-early-detection-tench-invasive-freshwater-fish-370494
https://www.invasivespeciescentre.ca/invasive-species/meet-the-species/fish-and-invertebrates/tench/#tenchinfo
https://savetheriver.org/
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Tench prefer low flow, vegetated areas and compete for habitat 
space with native fish notably: Emerald Bowfin, Pumpkinseed, 
Largemouth Bass, Rock Bass, Brown Bullhead and Blacknose Shiner. 
They root around in the mud for food, which destroys native habitats 
and makes the water so cloudy that native plants struggle to grow

It is expected in Canada that biodiversity loss would also be a by-
product of a Tench invasion which would be notable in terms of 
fewer native species living in suitable Tench habitats. 

Early detection of Tench is extremely important in 
preventing its spread into the Great Lakes basin. If you 
think you have caught (or seen) a Tench please contact 
the toll-free Invading Species Hotline at 1-800-563-7711, or 
visit invadingspecies.com to report a sighting. Take photos 
and do NOT release it back into the water.

Ho� to identif� Tench (Tinca tinca)

https://invadingspecies.com/


24

https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/cpr-course/
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In response to a sold out 2026 season, the North American river cruising, 
Canadian-based small ship operator St. Lawrence Cruise Lines has 
started taking reservations for the 2027 cruise season. 

“We are extremely pleased with the demand for 2026 cruises on the 
CANADIAN EMPRESS. It is obvious that small ship river cruising is alive 
and well, and we are striving to meet that demand by making 2027 cruises 
available now.” said President Jason Clark.

Some of the factors that are impacting consumer demand is a growing 
recognition of the benefits of small ship cruising, and the ability of 
smaller cruise vessels to offer a more private, intimate experience with a 
focus on safety, comfort and relaxation. However, perhaps the great 
impact on demand is from Canadians who are determined to travel in 
Canada and support Canadian-owned businesses.

The cruise line operates a single vessel, the classic riverboat CANADIAN 
EMPRESS, which features 32 staterooms with twin fixed beds, private 
bathrooms, and easy access to fresh air and a view of the river. The 2027 
cruise schedule will run from May to October and will feature 4, 5, 6, and 
7 night calm water cruises with departures from Kingston, Ottawa, and 
Quebec City.

Bookings for the 2027 season are now open and travellers may call 1-800-
267-7868 for booking availability or to request the schedule and rates for 
the upcoming season. Additional information is available at 
www.StLawrenceCruiseLines.com.

TIA S}pporter
St. La�rence 
Cr}ise Lines

https://saveblindbay.com/


Agnes Maule 
Machar

Agwe� Ma«pe Macha� Àa� a �«aiw¦ fig«�e f�~v ¦he 1800� Àh~ ~Àwed 
a 17-ac�e f~�e�¦ iw ¦he Àe�¦-ewd Àa¦e�f�~w¦ ~f Gawaw~�«e. L~cappÂ 
mw~Àw a� Macha�’� W~~d�, ¦he a�ea ha� beew a �pace ~f f~wd 
vev~�ie� f~� gewe�a¦i~w� ~f chipd�ew Àh~ eÁ�p~�ed ¦he À~~d�. J«�¦ 
Àh~ Àa� ¦hi� �e��~w ¦ha¦ ¦he�e À~~d� Àe�e waved af¦e�? 
 
Agwe� Ma«pe Macha� Àa� b~�w iw Kiwg�¦~w ~w Jaw«a�Â 23, 1837, ¦~ 
Re¿e�ewd J~hw Macha�, a Sc~¦¦i�h P�e�bÂ¦e�iaw viwi�¦e� Àh~ c~-
f~«wded awd �e�¿ed a� aw ea�pÂ ��iwci�ap ~f Q«eew’� Uwi¿e��i¦Â. He� 
v~¦he�, Ma�ga�e¦ Siv�, de¿~¦ed he� pife ¦~ �epigi~«� awd cha�i¦abpe 
ac¦i¿i¦ie� iw Kiwg�¦~w, g�ea¦pÂ iwfl«ewciwg he� da«gh¦e�’� ¦h~«gh¦� 
awd ¿ap«e�.
 
Mi�� Macha� begaw À�i¦iwg a¦ aw ea�pÂ age, awd ap¦h~«gh di�c~«�aged 
bÂ he� v~¦he�, �he Àew¦ ~w ¦~ bec~ve a ��~pific �~e¦, w~¿epi�¦, 
e��aÂi�¦, hi�¦~�iaw, awd j~«�wapi�¦. She ad~�¦ed ¦he �ew wave Fidepi� 
¦~ �igwifÂ he� c~vvi¦vew¦ ¦~ Ch�i�¦iaw fai¦hf«pwe�� awd �~��ibpÂ ¦~ 
hide he� ac¦i¿i¦ie� f�~v he� v~¦he�. She Àa� aw h~w~�a�Â vevbe� ~f 
¦he Cawadiaw W~vew’� P�e�� Cp«b awd ¦he fi��¦ ¦~ c~wd«c¦ a À~vaw’� 
c~p«vw iw awÂ Cawadiaw weÀ��a�e�. 

Let's get acquainted with this 
truly remarkable woman

By Karen Wand

https://saveblindbay.com/
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She di¿ided he� ¦ive be¦Àeew Kiwg�¦~w awd he� bep~¿ed �«vve� 
��~�e�¦Â, Fe�wcpiff, p~ca¦ed iw Gawaw~�«e. She pea�ed Fe�wcpiff iw 1873 
f�~v v«¦«ap f�iewd� ApeÁawde� Cav�bepp awd ¦he favipÂ ~f Ge~�ge 
R~vawe�, Àh~ Àe�e ��~viwew¦ �e�idew¦� ~f Kiwg�¦~w. Af¦e� 
ApeÁawde� Cav�bepp'� �a��iwg, Mi�� Macha� b~«gh¦ ¦he ��~�e�¦Â f~� 
he��epf. He� h~ve i� p~ca¦ed ~w a ��~viwew¦, À~~ded bp«ff 
~¿e�p~~miwg ¦he �i¿e�, adjacew¦ ¦~ BaÂ R~ad. She Àepc~ved chipd�ew 
¦~ he� ��~�e�¦Â Ài¦h ~we �iv�pe �«pe: ¦heÂ Àe�e w~¦ app~Àed ¦~ �icm 
¦he fl~Àe��.
 
Mi�� Macha� becave ~we ~f ¦he v~�¦ gif¦ed, iw¦eppec¦«ap awd �~ciap 
c�i¦ic� iw pa¦e wiwe¦eew¦h-cew¦«�Â Cawada, de��i¦e ¦he pivi¦ed f~�vap 
ed«ca¦i~w a¿aipabpe ¦~ he�. Iw he� pife¦ive, Mi�� Macha� Àa� 
�ec~gwi�ed a� a À�i¦e�, hi�¦~�iaw, �~e¦, �~ciap ac¦i¿i�¦, h«vawi¦a�iaw, 
a�¦i�¦ awd ew¿i�~wvew¦api�¦.
 
Agwe� Ma«pe Macha� �a��ed aÀaÂ a daÂ af¦e� he� 90¦h bi�¦hdaÂ, 
Jaw«a�Â 24, 1927. A �a��age f�~v The Kiwg�¦~w Whig-S¦awda�d 
�«bpi�hed a feÀ daÂ� af¦e� he� dea¦h  wicepÂ �«v� «� he� �eva�mabpe 
cha�ac¦e�:
 
OwpÂ ¦h~�e Àh~ Àe�e gi¿ew accidew¦ap gpiv��e� ~f he� �eap viwd, awd 
Àh~ �¦«vbped «�~w aw ac¦i~w ~f dee� Ài�d~v ~� ~f b�~ad �Âv�a¦hÂ, 
mweÀ Mi�� Macha� f~� Àha¦ �he �eappÂ Àa� – a À~vaw ~f meew, Àepp-
¦�aiwed b�aiw, ~f a �a�e ¦~pe�awce f~� a �iwwe� awd aw iwdefa¦igabpe 
À~�me� f~� ¦h~�e Àh~ c~«pd d~ w~¦hiwg f~� ¦hev�ep¿e�.  MawÂ a ¦ive 
¦hi� pi¦¦pe À~vaw, �«aiw¦ iw he� d�e�� awd �e�ha�� eccew¦�ic iw �~ve 
¦hiwg�, becave aw effec¦i¿e ¦h~�w iw ¦he �ide ~f ¦h~�e Àh~ À~«pd 
~���e�� ~� wegpec¦ ¦he �~~�.  MawÂ aw ~¿e�bea�iwg pawdp~�d c~Àe�ed, 
vawÂ aw iw�¦i¦«¦i~wap c~vvi¦¦ee vewded i¦� ÀaÂ�, Àhew Mi�� 
Macha� de�cewded ¦~ �igh¦e~«� À�a¦h; awd vawÂ a �~~� bea�¦ Àa� 
�a¿ed f�~v �«ffe�iwg ¦h�~«gh he� iwfl«ewce «�~w ¦he chipd�ew iw ¦he 
�ch~~p�, awd «�~w va�¦e�� Àh~ Àe�e v~�e ¦h~«gh¦pe�� ¦haw ¦heÂ 
Àe�e depibe�a¦epÂ c�«ep. 
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https://www.hummingbirdhigh.com/2020/05/small-batch-blueberry-muffin-recipe.html
https://www.shipwreckworld.com/maps/category/saint-lawrence-river?page=2
https://www.geocaching.com/play/mobile
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TIA aÀa�d� ¦À~ �ch~pa��hi�� iw vev~�Â ~f TIA �«��~�¦e�� 
J~hw TaÂp~� awd  Ma�j~�ie HeagÂ, ~we f~� a Cawadiaw �¦«dew¦ 
awd ~we f~� aw Ave�icaw �¦«dew¦. Each ~f ¦he Àiwwe�� �ecei¿e 
$1,000 ¦~Àa�d� ¦hei� �~�¦ �ec~wda�Â ed«ca¦i~w. 

Thi� Âea�'� �eci�iew¦� a�e:
Asia Johnston-McBride
S¦. Ma�Â Ca¦h~pic High Sch~~p, B�~cm¿ippe
P~�¦-Sec~wda�Â Ed«ca¦i~w Ppaw�: Bachep~� ~f Heap¦h Sciewce a¦ 
We�¦e�w Uwi¿e��i¦Â
 
Sophia Cohen
Th~«�awd I�pawd� Cew¦�ap Sch~~p, CpaÂ¦~w
P~�¦-Sec~wda�Â Ed«ca¦i~w Ppaw�: Biwghav¦~w Uwi¿e��i¦Â'� 
Ha��«� C~ppege ~f A�¦� awd Sciewce�

We Ài�h Â~« c~w¦iw«ed �«cce�� iw Â~«� acadevic ewde¿~«��.

Congrats to the Winners of 
the 2026 TIA Scholarship

We love to hear from you
Your river experience matters to us. 
Send us an email with your thoughts, 
compliments, suggestions or your 
favourite summer picture. We love it all. 

thousandislandsassociation@gmail.com

mailto:thousandislandsassociation@gmail.com
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https://ivyleaclub.ca/
https://www.houseboatholidays.ca/
https://glenhouseresort.com/
https://advisor.investorsgroup.com/en/heather_caird#%23
https://www.clarkeandwright.com/
https://c-tow.ca/
https://andrecon.com/
https://kehoemarine.com/
http://www.villagequay.com/
https://www.georginaratcliffe.com/
https://www.ig.ca/en/advisor/heather_caird
https://www.1000island.net/
https://andrecon.com/
https://sothebysrealty.ca/en/real-estate-team/bickerton-and-associates/
https://rivarestaurant.ca/
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https://www.getgm.com/
https://www.gordonbarr.ca/
https://mobilekitchenscanada.com/
http://www.topshop.on.ca/
https://wavveboating.com/
http://pecksmarina.ca/
https://redmondrealtyltd.com/
mailto:john.pelow@sympatico.ca
https://www.facebook.com/QualityMarineConstruction/
https://rockportcruises.com/
https://moultontreeservice.ca/
https://solowaywright.com/
https://www.facebook.com/thewoodenboatshop
https://www.stlawrencecruiselines.com/
https://parks.canada.ca/pn-np/on/1000/~/link.aspx?_id=0CC0861610684BE19B1B5462F8D92C82&_z=z
http://thornbuschlandscaping.com/
https://gordonbarr.ca/
https://qualitymarine.ca/
https://www.stlawrfcu.com/contact-us
https://www.songwoodcontracting.ca/
https://parks.canada.ca/pn-np/on/1000/~/link.aspx?_id=0CC0861610684BE19B1B5462F8D92C82&_z=z
https://www.concordhomes.ca/

