
T A L Km a r / a p r ,  2 0 2 5

RIVER SAFETY
 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
AWARENESS

 
COMMUNITY SUPPORT

RIVERRIVERT A L K

1



03 FROM THE EDITOR

04 PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

06

TIA 2025 SCHOLARSHIPS  

Contents
08

10
 MEMBERSHIP APPEAL

12

TIA FIRE PUMP INITIATIVE

20

2025 BUSINESS SPONSOR 
OPPORTUNITIES

TURTLE NESTING SEASON

22
LAW & ORDER IN THE 
THOUSAND ISLANDS24
COMMUNITY BULLETIN26

EARTH DAY QUIZ

15
REVIVING THE PITCH PINE

CPR & AED CERTIFICATION

09

 
 

The Thousand Islands Association (TIA) is a not for profit 
organization that is proactive in addressing safety on the river, 

promoting environmental preservation and supporting the 
interests of the Community for the benefit of the 1000 Islands 

region of the St. Lawrence River.

28 OUR SPONSORS

WATER LEVEL UPDATE

16

https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/


From the Editor

Stephanie Scott, Editor

I'm not sure how it's possible for the days to drag so 
much during the final countdown to boat launch but 
they do. The numbered days on the calendar bring hope, 
but Mother Nature dampens anticipation with a 
rollercoaster of rain and flurries.

While attempting to wait patiently, I'm using this time 
to locate my boater's license, buy new batteries for my 
emergency kits, and plan my summer social calendar. 

I look forward to visits with my longtime River friends  
each summer and this year will be no different.  I love 
that we are a community regardless of citizenship and 
that fills my cup.

See you soon, my friends. 

 

 Due to seasonality, varying water levels, vandalism and equipment 
failure, the Thousand Islands Association (TIA) disclaims any liability for 

the absence of any of its shoal markers from time to time.

thousandislandsassociation@gmail.com
Canada: P.O. Box 2764, Gananoque, ON K7G 2T8

USA: P.O. Box 616 Clayton, NY 13624 3
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President's Message
Peter Fitton

A new season was born on March 20 with the arrival of the spring 
equinox. Days now stay light longer and warmer weather welcomes 
us back to the river!
 
St. Partick is the patron saint of Ireland and advanced Christianity 
throughout the Emerald Isle. Many Irish personalities have 
influenced the world with warmth, wit and passion. I celebrated 
March 17 this year in Japan sipping brewed green sake and 
witnessing Tokyo’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade – Asia’s largest and 
oldest!
 
The first full moon of spring is on April 12 and determines the date 
of Easter. How many of you plan to open your seasonal river place 
to gather, celebrate and make new memories over the Good Friday 
and Easter Monday weekend? 

EARTHDAY.ORG is the global force behind Earth Day. This year’s 
theme is “It’s Our Power, it’s Our Planet”. Join them on April 22 to 
demonstrate support – 55 Ways To Invest In Our Planet. You can 
make a difference!

https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UBF8KP69tgg
https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-tips/


TIA i� ~ffe�iwg 2025 Cawadiaw awd Ave�icaw Sch~pa��hi�� f~� 
g�ad«a¦iwg �¦«dew¦� f�~v epigibpe Th~«�awd I�pawd Ri¿e� 
C~vv«wi¦Â High Sch~~p� ew�~ppiwg iw Í��¦ Âea� «wde�g�ad«a¦e 
Uwi¿e��i¦Â ~� C~ppege ew¿i�~wvew¦appÂ �epa¦ed c~«��e� ~� ��~g�av� 
iw �ciewce, ¦echw~p~gÂ, ewgiwee�iwg, a�¦�, va¦heva¦ic� (STEAM) ~� 
b«�iwe��. Fiwd ¦he A��pica¦i~w F~�v he�e awd ~w ~«� Àeb�i¦e. The 
deadpiwe f~� a��pÂiwg i� MaÂ 5.

N~¦e ~w Th«��daÂ, J«pÂ, 10 TIA i� agaiw ~ffe�iwg a 4-h~«� CPR awd 
AED Ce�¦iÍed T�aiwiwg Se��i~w a¦ ¦he 1000 I�pawd� Hi�¦~�Â M«�e«v. 
Sigw «� ~w ~«� Àeb�i¦e – a vaÁiv«v ~f 18 ��~¦� a�e a¿aipabpe.
 
SAVE THE DATE! The TIA 2025 AGM Àipp be hepd ~w Sa¦«�daÂ, J«pÂ 
19 a¦ ¦he Th~«�awd I�pawd� PpaÂh~«�e. O«� ��eame� i� Chad B«chwe�, 
A��i�¦aw¦ Di�ec¦~� ~f Ow¦a�i~ Wa¦e�ÀaÂ� ��e�ew¦iwg “Na¿iga¦iwg ¦he 
Hi�¦~�ic Ridea« Cawap” awd ¦apmiwg ~w iw¦e�c~a�¦ap piwm� Ài¦h ¦he 
NeÀ Y~�m cawap �Â�¦ev�.
 
If w~¦ ap�eadÂ d~we, �pea�e be �eviwded i¦ i� ¦ive f~� e¿e�Â~we ¦~ 
�eweÀ ¦hei� 2025 TIA ¦aÁ ded«c¦ibpe vevbe��hi�, ~� j~iw a� weÀ 
vevbe��, ~wpiwe w~À . Y~«� �«��~�¦ i� e��ew¦iap ¦~ ¦he 
�«�¦aiwabipi¦Â ~f TIA awd i¦� e��ew¦iap �h~ap va�miwg f~� ¦he �afe¦Â ~f 
~«� �i¿e� c~vv«wi¦Â. 

I¦'� ¦ive ¦~ ewj~Â ¦he bea«¦Â awd 
�~«wd� ~f ���iwg¦ive ~w ¦he �i¿e�!
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TÀew¦Â Âea�� ag~, TIA 
�«b�idiÉed ¦he �«�cha�e ~f 47 
Í�e �«v�� f~� i�pawde��, �~ve 
~f Àhich a�e �¦ipp iw À~�miwg 
~�de�. Thi� Âea� TIA i� �pawwiwg 
¦~ «wde�¦ame aw addi¦i~wap 
iwi¦ia¦i¿e iw c~wj«wc¦i~w Ài¦h 
¦he Leed� 1000 I�pawd� Fi�e 
Se�¿ice�. Pic¦«�ed he�e i� Chief 
Mime P�i~� acce�¦iwg ¦he Í��¦ ~f 
¦À~ �~�¦abpe eve�gewcÂ Í�e 
�«v�� beiwg d~wa¦ed bÂ TIA a� 
�a�¦ ~f ¦he 2025 Fi�e P«v� 
Iwi¦ia¦i¿e. Iw ¦he bacmg�~«wd ~f 
¦he �h~¦~ i� ¦he weÀ Fi�e 
Re�c«e B~a¦ ¦ha¦ Àipp be �«¦ iw¦~ 
�e�¿ice ¦hi� ���iwg awd d~cmed 
a¦ B�ewwaw’� Ma�iwe. 

The�e �«v�� Àipp be «�ed ¦hi� 
�«vve� bÂ ¦he Fi�e P�e¿ew¦i~w 
Teav, headed bÂ Fi�e 
P�e¿ew¦i~w OfÍce� (FPO) D~«g 
Richa�d�~w awd S¦a¦i~w Ca�¦aiw 
Pe¦e� E¿aw�, f~� ¦he ed«ca¦i~w 
awd ¦�aiwiwg ~f i�pawd ��~�e�¦Â 
~Àwe�� iw Í�e c~w¦aiwvew¦ awd 

TIA's 2025 Fire 
P}mp Initiati�e

Àipp be �e�vawew¦ addi¦i~w� ¦~ 
¦he Fi�e Se�¿ice� eve�gewcÂ 
Í�e-Ígh¦iwg gea�. Iw addi¦i~w ¦~ 
¦hei� D~cm-¦~-D~~� I�pawd 
P�~g�av, Àhe�e ¦he Teav Àipp 
�eviwd i�pawd �e�idew¦� ab~«¦ 
¦he iv�~�¦awce ~f À~�miwg 
�v~me awd ca�b~w v~w~Áide 
apa�v�, ¦he Fi�e P�e¿ew¦i~w 
Teav Àipp ��~¿ide a �e�ie� ~f 
cpiwic� a¦ ¿a�i~«� p~ca¦i~w� ¦hi� 
�«vve� dev~w�¦�a¦iwg ¦he «�e 
~f ¦he�e �«v��, a� �a�¦ ~f ¦hei� 
~¿e�app Fi�e P�e¿ew¦i~w 
P�~g�av. The�e cpiwic� a�e w~¦ 
iw¦ewded ¦~ ¦�aiw ¦he �«bpic 
h~À ¦~ be Í�e Ígh¦e�� b«¦ 
�a¦he� ¦~ ed«ca¦e i�pawde�� 
ab~«¦ Í�e �«v�� awd ¦he 
beweÍ¦� ~f i�pawde�� ha¿iwg a 
�«v� ~w hawd ¦~ c~w¦aiw i�pawd 
Í�e� ~w ¦hei�, awd weighb~«�’�, 
��~�e�¦ie� «w¦ip Eve�gewcÂ 
Fi�e Se�¿ice� a��i¿e. S¦aÂ ¦«wed 
¦~ ¦he Fi�e De�a�¦vew¦’� �~ciap 
vedia awd TLTI Àeb�i¦e f~� 
«�c~viwg da¦e�.

B�: Jim Côté, 
Chair, Ri�er Safet�

https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/


In consultation with the Fire 
Services, two pump sizes have 
been identified as most useful 
to islanders for these 
purposes. Both are Honda 
high pressure pumps, which 
can be purchased and 
serviced locally at Brockville 
Honda. One is a 1.5” pump, 
which may be useful for island 
properties where the cottage 
is close to the water; the 
other is a more powerful a 
2.0” pump, which may be 
useful for properties where 
the cottage is elevated from 
the water. The 2.0” pump is 

Fire Chief Mike Prior accepting the first of two fire 
pumps donated by TIA from Jim Côté, Chair TIA River 
Safety Committee

also available as part of a 
complete emergency fire-
fighting package, and it can be 
purchased through a number of 
Canadian outlets, including 
Princess Auto. Recommendations 
will also be forthcoming about 
fire hose types and lengths based 
on the unique topography of 
individual island and cottage 
locations.

Future River Talk issues and TIA’s 
social media posts will provide 
more exciting news about the 
Fire Pump Initiative and the new 
Fire Rescue Boat, so stay tuned.
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Welcome to another year and new beginning on the river!
Founded in 1934, and now 90 years and 5 generations later, 
our roots are deep in traditions and memories with friends 
and family in our world-renowned beautiful Thousand 
Islands of the upper St. Lawrence River. 

Today we share the responsibility of its stewardship as we 
deliver on our Missions of River Safety, Environmental 
Awareness, and Community Support. Your renewed 
membership ensures the safety and support of residents 
and boaters alike. 

Renew Your 
Membership Today

TIA is an international registered not-for-profit 
organization, which issues tax receipts for all 
Canadian and American memberships and donations.

Purchase & maintenance 
of 200+ shoal markers 

Support of emergency 
response equipment & 
services

Environmental awareness 
programs

 

News and information on the 
river & its community

 Fellowship opportunities
 
Information on water levels & 
a unified voice for local 
regulatory agencies and 
proposed legislation

https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/membership/
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/membership/


The Th~«�awd I�pawd� A��~cia¦i~w i� w~¦ j«�¦ aw A��~cia¦i~w, 
b«¦ ap�~ a c~vv«wi¦Â ~�gawiÉa¦i~w ¦ha¦ i� ��~ac¦i¿e iw 
add�e��iwg �i¿e� �afe¦Â, ��~v~¦iwg ew¿i�~wvew¦ap 
aÀa�ewe��, awd �«��~�¦iwg ¦he iw¦e�e�¦� ~f ¦he c~vv«wi¦Â 
f~� ¦he beweÍ¦ ~f ¦he Th~«�awd I�pawd� �egi~w. T~ �h~À ~«� 
c~vvi¦vew¦ ¦~ ¦he �i¿e� c~vv«wi¦ie�, TIA aÀa�d� ~we 
�ch~pa��hi� iw vev~�Â ~f J~hw TaÂp~� ¦~ a g�ad«a¦iwg 
�¦«dew¦ f�~v a Cawadiaw high �ch~~p awd ~we �ch~pa��hi� iw 
vev~�Â ~f Ma�j~�ie HeagÂ ¦~ a g�ad«a¦iwg �¦«dew¦ f�~v a 
Uwi¦ed S¦a¦e� high �ch~~p each Âea�. B~¦h J~hw TaÂp~� awd 
Ma�j~�ie HeagÂ Àe�e pifep~wg �¦eÀa�d� ~f ¦he S¦. LaÀ�ewce 
Ri¿e� awd ¦hei� d~wa¦i~w� �«��~�¦iwg ¦hi� �a��i~w f~� ¦he 
ew¿i�~wvew¦ap �¦eÀa�d�hi� ~f ¦he Th~«�awd I�pawd� �egi~w 
b�~«gh¦ pife ¦~ ¦he�e �ch~pa��hi��. The TIA B~a�d ha� 
�pedged a �igwiÍcaw¦ aÀa�d ~f $1000 ¦~ each �¦«dew¦ ch~�ew 
¦~ �ecei¿e a �ch~pa��hi�, a ¦e�¦avew¦ ¦~ a �¦�~wg bepief iw ¦he 
�~¦ew¦iap ~f �¦«dew¦� iw ¦he a�ea. 

Iw ~�de� ¦~ be epigibpe f~� ¦hi� �ch~pa��hi� a��picaw¦� v«�¦ 
be g�ad«a¦iwg High Sch~~p S¦«dew¦� f�~v Th~«�awd I�pawd� 
Ri¿e� c~vv«wi¦ie�, ei¦he� a Cawadiaw ~� Ave�icaw ci¦iÉew, 
ew�~ppiwg iw Í��¦ Âea� «wde�g�ad«a¦e Uwi¿e��i¦Â ~� C~ppege 
ew¿i�~wvew¦appÂ �epa¦ed c~«��e� ~� ��~g�av� iw �ciewce, 
¦echw~p~gÂ, ewgiwee�iwg, a�¦�, va¦heva¦ic� (STEAM) ~� 
b«�iwe��.

By: Jean Dabros
TIA Scholarships

https://www.epa.gov/recycle/composting-home
https://www.epa.gov/recycle/composting-home


Successful applicants will be notified by May 31, 2025 and 
are expected to acknowledge the scholarship in a letter to 
the TIA Board of Directors. They will also receive an 
invitation to attend the Thousand Islands Association 
Annual Meeting, if they are able, which will be held on July 
19, 2025, at the Thousand Islands Playhouse Theatre in 
Gananoque, Ontario. This meeting is a great opportunity to 
network with TIA members and learn more about the 
organization's work in the region.

Deadline to apply for these scholarships is May 5, 2025 and 
submissions sent to:
Attention: Jean Dabros 
thousandislandsassociation@gmail.com

Two $1,000 Scholarships are available 
to students graduating this year. 
Applications are due May 5th, 2025

J~hw TaÂp~�, �h~¦~ f�~v TaÂp~� FavipÂ Ma�j~�ie HeagÂ, �h~¦~ bÂ Da¿id O��
11
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The c«��ew¦ Àa¦e� 
pe¿ep iw ApeÁ BaÂ ha� 
�i�ew f�~v 8-9” 
bep~À a¿e�age, Àhew 
~«� ��i~� Ri¿e� Tapm 
cave ~«¦ Feb 1�¦, ¦~ 
j«�¦ 4” bep~À a¿e�age 
f~� ¦hi� ¦ive ~f Âea�. 
Ap¦h~«gh �~ve Àiwd 
e¿ew¦� ha¿e ��imed 
¦he pe¿ep «� awd 
d~Àw a feÀ ¦ive�, 
¦he pe¿ep ha� �¦eadipÂ 

Ha¿iwg beew ¦he c~pde�¦ (awd �w~Àie�¦) Àiw¦e� iw 3+ Âea��, 
R~cm�~�¦ �e�idew¦ Ed LÂwch �e�~�¦ed �h~�e-¦~-�h~�e ice 
c~w�i�¦ew¦pÂ 1.5 fee¦ �~pid, �e�fec¦pÂ �afe f~� ice Í�hiwg. Thew ~w 
T«e�daÂ, Ma�ch 11¦h, ~«� Àea¦he� �«ddewpÂ ¦«�wed ���iwg (10 
daÂ� ea�pÂ). Iw j«�¦ a feÀ daÂ�, ice c~¿e�� ~w ¦he vaiw chawwep� 
~�ewed «� a� a Àeem ~f daÂ¦ive 50’� & 60’� F ¦ev�e�a¦«�e�, ¦he 
iwf�a�ed Í��¦, �epea�ed ¦he ice’� h~pd ~w ¦he �h~�e, ¦hew Àa�v 
Àiwd� awd �~ve �aiw �ai�ed pe¿ep� awd ¦he ice �hee¦� b�~me. 

B�: TIA Water Le�els Committee,
      Barton, Ste�art & White 

Spring Water Le�els 2025

iwc�ea�ed �iwce vid-Ma�ch. We’�e w~¦ �eappÂ ¦ha¦ p~À Âe¦, b«¦ 
vaÂ ewd «� ¦ha¦ ÀaÂ iw a v~w¦h – ~� i¦ vigh¦ be �eappÂ Àe¦, awd 
Àe’�e ab~¿e a¿e�age a v~w¦h f�~v w~À.  OwpÂ ¦ive (awd ¦he 
Àea¦he�) Àipp ¦epp! 

The Big Mep¦ Wa� Ab�«�¦ Awd Wepc~ve

Source: International Lake Ontario 
St. Lawrence River Board



“De�ewdiwg ~w Àea¦he� awd Àa¦e� �«��pÂ c~wdi¦i~w� d«�iwg ¦he 
weÁ¦ �e¿e�ap Àeem�, ¦he Lame Ow¦a�i~ ~«¦Î~À iw¦~ ¦he S¦. 
LaÀ�ewce Ri¿e� vaÂ weed ¦~ be adj«�¦ed iw acc~�dawce Ài¦h ¦he 
Ppaw 2014 F-Livi¦. Siwce ¦he pe¿ep ~f Lame Ow¦a�i~ i� bep~À 75.3 
v, ¦he Í��¦ F-pivi¦ ¦ie� a��pie� awd ¦he ~«¦Î~À À~«pd be 
adj«�¦ed ¦~ vaiw¦aiw a vaÁiv«v pe¿ep ~f 22.1 ve¦e�� a¦ Lame S¦. 
L~«i�. (Mea�«�ed a¦ P~iw¦e Cpai�e)”  [f�~v ILOSLR B~a�d] 

The ��e¿i~«� �a�ag�a�h f�~v ¦he ILOSLR B~a�d i� iw 
aw¦ici�a¦i~w ~f a ¦Â�icap ~«¦Î~À f�~v ¦he O¦¦aÀa Ri¿e�. I¦ i� ~wpÂ 
begiwwiwg ¦~ Î~À a� ¦he�e i� �¦ipp �w~À ¦~ ¦haÀ iw i¦� headÀa¦e�� 
wea� Lame Tivi�maviwg awd beÂ~wd. (�ee va�)
NOTE: The �w~À�acm iw O¦¦aÀa’� headÀa¦e�� i� w~�vap, awd 
w~¦hiwg pime 2019 Àhew Àe had vaj~� Î~~diwg d«e ¦~ ~«¦Î~À 
�ed«c¦i~w a¦ ¦he  M~�e�-Sa«wde�� HÂd�~ Dav, Àhe�e ~«¦Î~À� 
Àe�e �eg«pa¦ed ¦~ f~pp~À ¦he F-Livi¦.

https://ijc.org/en/loslrb/watershed/faq/4#4-8-2
https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Simplified-hydrology-of-the-Ottawa-River-basin-ORB-showing-the-Ottawa-River-and-main_fig1_341170437


The Lame ~f ¦he I�pe� i� j«�¦ ~�ewiwg «� w~À awd vawÂ ~f ¦he iwpawd 
pame� a�e pimepÂ ¦~ �evaiw ice-c~¿e�ed Âe¦ �p«�hÂ ¦ipp ¦he ewd ~f ¦he 
Í��¦ Àeem ~f A��ip.

Ave�icaw Chawwep p~~miwg NE ¦~ 
ApeÁ BaÂ, Weppe�peÂ I�pawd ~w pef¦

Ow Ma�ch 18¦h, a Àeem af¦e� ¦he Àa�viwg begaw, �w~Àbi�d� Pe¦e 
& Jaw Medcapf �e¦«�wed f�~v Hip¦~w Head I�pawd. BÂ �e�«e�¦, Pe¦e 
�h~¦ ¦he f~pp~Àiwg �h~¦~�. (Kee� iw viwd ¦ha¦ ¦he Àeem bef~�e, 
Àapmiwg Àa� �~��ibpe iw v~�¦ a�ea� ac�~�� v~�¦ chawwep�)

Cawadiaw L~�¦ Chawwep p~~miwg NE
Ge~�giwa I�pawd ~w pef¦

Cawadiaw Chawwep p~~miwg 
d~Àw�¦�eav NE, vaiwpawd ~w ¦he pef¦

R~cm�~�¦ a¦ ~pd C«�¦~v� D~cm p~~miwg 
Ea�¦ ¦~Àa�d US awd Ye~ I�pawd

What is the oldest and deepest lake in the world?

G�ea¦ Bea� Lame, Cawada G�ea¦ Lame�, Cawada

Lame TawgawÂima, Af�ica Lame Baimap, R«��ia

QUIZ



Pay online with PayPal or credit card or request an invoice.
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B�: Jean Dabros in inter�ie� �ith 
Do}g Bickerton March 13, 2025

Restoring Pitch Pines in 
the Tho}sand Islands 
Region

Af¦e� aw ewj~Âabpe hime «� ¦~ ¦he 
¦~� ~f Bp«e M~«w¦aiw iw 2003, 
T�aip Pa¦�~p vevbe�� Pe¦e� 
M«��aÂ awd D~«g Bicme�¦~w, 
vade a �~veÀha¦ di�¦«�biwg 
~b�e�¿a¦i~w – ap¦h~«gh ¦he�e Àa� 
a wice c~ppec¦i~w ~f Pi¦ch Piwe� iw 
¦he a�ea w~we ~f ¦hev Àe�e 
Â~«wge� ¦haw 90 Âea�� ~pd.  The 
¦�ee� had a g~~d �«��pÂ ~f c~we� 
�~ Àhe�e Àe�e ¦he �eedpiwg� awd 
�a�piwg�? Thi� ~b�e�¿a¦i~w Àa� 
¦he begiwwiwg ~f ~we vaw’� 
j~«�weÂ ¦~ �a¿e ¦he Pi¦ch Piwe 
f�~v eÁ¦iwc¦i~w.
 
The Ow¦a�i~ Pi¦ch Piwe 
�~�«pa¦i~w i� f~«wd a¦ ¦he 
w~�¦hea�¦e�w �awge va�giw ~f ¦he 
��ecie�, vaiwpÂ ~cc«��iwg Ài¦hiw 
¦he Th~«�awd I�pawd� Ec~�Â�¦ev 
~w ¦he F�~w¦ewac A�ch 
P�ecavb�iaw �hiepd eÁ�~�ed �~cm. 
T~ ¦he �~«¦h ¦he Pi¦ch �iwe 
~cc«�ie� ea�¦e�w Uwi¦ed S¦a¦e� 
habi¦a¦� f�~v cew¦�ap Maiwe 

Ph~¦~ f�~v D~«g Bicme�¦~w

https://www.epa.gov/recycle/composting-home
https://www.epa.gov/recycle/composting-home
https://saveblindbay.com/


south to northern Georgia 
where it is often the dominant 
species in pine barrens.  The US 
“Fire Effects Information 
System”  reports that most 
often pitch pine forests are 
early colonizers and are 
replaced by oaks (Quercus spp.) 
and other hardwoods in the 
absence of fire.

When Doug Bickerton brought 
home cones from those trees and 
set about learning the secrets of 
Pitch Pine germination there 
were fewer than 20,000 pitch 
pines left in Canada.  Seeds had 
to be extracted manually from 
the cones.  Fire helped.  The local 
First Nations previously had held 
controlled burns in July after the 
blueberry harvest, to help 
maintain production of an 
essential for survival blueberry 
crop.  

 Could the lack of fire be the 
reason for the decline? However, 
fire was not the only 
requirement.  Pitch Pines needed 
the acidity of a granite soil and 
no grass to impede the 
development of the seedlings, to 
be successful.  The original 
attempts to germinate seeds 
resulted in only one seedling out 
of 200 seeds but Doug prevailed 
and soon was able to achieve a 
100% germination rate.  Out of 
his basement germination 
chamber he was able to produce 
around 1000 seedlings a year.

Map of Pitch Pine area in Leeds County: 
Doug Bickerton
Photo of Pitch Pine by Gananoque East Gate:
Jean Dabros
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https://www.fs.usda.gov/database/feis/plants/tree/pinrig/all.html


T~� pef¦: D~«g Bicme�¦~w fea¦«�ed iw 
Gawaw~�«e Re�~�¦e�
B~¦¦~v pef¦ awd ¦~� �igh¦: D~«g'� �eedpiwg� 

A���~Áiva¦epÂ hapf ~f D~«g’� 
�eedpiwg� Àew¦ ¦~ Pa�m� Cawada 
Àhe�e ¦heÂ Àe�e �paw¦ed ~w 
Pa�m� Cawada ��~�e�¦Â iw ¦he 
Th~«�awd I�pawd�. The �e�¦ Àe�e 
¦he �e��~w�ibipi¦Â ~f ¦he T�ee 
C~vvi¦¦ee iw Gawaw~�«e 
Àhe�e, “Iw 2004, ¦he Gawaw~�«e 
U�baw F~�e�¦�Â Ad¿i�~�Â 
C~vvi¦¦ee ewc~«�aged ¦he 
Gawaw~�«e T~Àw C~«wcip ¦~ 
wave ¦he �i¦ch �iwe a� ~«� 
~fÍciap M«wici�ap T�ee. The 
Gawaw~�«e U�baw F~�e�¦�Â 
Ad¿i�~�Â C~vvi¦¦ee �paw¦ed 22 
�i¦ch �iwe� iw C~wfede�a¦i~w 
Pa�m awd iw�¦apped a �¦~we 
�pa�«e iw f�~w¦ ~f ¦hi� g�~¿e. 
The c~vvi¦¦ee ha�, �iwce ¦hew, 
g�~Àw awd di�¦�ib«¦ed 
¦h~«�awd� ~f pi¦¦pe �i¦ch �iwe 
�eedpiwg� iw Leed� C~«w¦Â awd 
beÂ~wd. Gawaw~�«e w~À ha� 
~¿e� 60 �i¦ch �iwe� iw ~«� �a�m�, 
�¦�ee¦ app~Àawce� awd iw ��i¿a¦e 
Âa�d�. Ab~«¦ 10% ~f app ¦he �i¦ch 
�iwe� api¿e iw Cawada ¦~daÂ 
Àe�e �¦a�¦ed �igh¦ he�e f�~v 
�eed c~ppec¦ed bÂ ¦he T�ee 
C~vvi¦¦ee Ài¦hiw Leed� 
C~«w¦Â.” 

S~ve ~f D~«g’� babie� ha¿e 
vade i¦ ~«¦ ¦~ ¦he i�pawd� Àhe�e 
¦heÂ ha¿e �«�¿i¿ed awd g�~Àw, 

�~~w ¦~ be vaje�¦ic Àiwd�Àe�¦ 
�iwe�. Hipp I�pawd, Ge~�giawa 
I�pawd, G~�d~w I�pawd awd 
Cavep~¦ I�pawd ha¿e «wde�g~we 
��e�c�ibed b«�w� ¦~ ewc~«�age 
¦he ge�viwa¦i~w awd g�~À¦h ~f 
Pi¦ch Piwe�.  I¦ �eev� pime ¦he 
Pi¦ch Piwe i� iw g~~d hawd� awd 
vaÂ a¿~id ¦he ewdawge�ed pi�¦.  

https://www.gananoquereporter.com/news/local-news/peter-murray-retires-from-trails-and-trees-advisory-panel
http://parkscanadahistory.com/publications/lawren/pitch-pine-post/edp-ppp-2012-e.pdf


1. Seeds leave cones with a samara, a 
wing to help with seed dispersal.

2. Needles are in clusters of 3. Building 
on the baseball reference, you can 
consider these similar to the 3 bases.

3. Cones are found in clusters on the 
tree branches and do not annually fall 
from the trees. 

 4. The cones have very sharp prickles. 

Identifying Pitch 
Pine Cones & Seeds

Full instructions on how to 
germinate pitch pine seeds are 
posted on the TIA website under 
the Returning Species tab along 
with specific planting 
instructions if you are lucky 
enough to obtain a Pitch Pine 
seedling.

If you would like to purchase a 
Pitch Pine seedling all of Doug’s 
seeds have gone to the Ferguson 
Tree Nursery in Kemptville (a not 
for profit) where they sell young 
trees in 2 gallon pots.

Ho� to germinate 
a seed or plant a 
seedling
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https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/returning-species/


With turtle season upon us, you can expect to start seeing turtles 
on land in April/May with nesting starting the end of May. Our 
local turtles are species at risk (meaning they are at risk of 
becoming extinct) and living in a turtle hotspot you are in a unique 
position to help the turtles in your area! 
 

B�: Tara Ba}er, Director T}rtles Kingston

T}rtle Nesting Season 
is Almost Here

Check out turtleskingston.com for 
more details and how you can help.

https://saveblindbay.com/
https://www.turtleskingston.com/


Owe ~f ¦he bigge�¦ ÀaÂ� Â~« caw hep� ¦«�¦pe� i� bÂ v~¿iwg 
¦hev ac�~�� a �~ad. I¦ i� iv�~�¦aw¦ ¦~ apÀaÂ� v~¿e ¦hev iw 
¦he di�ec¦i~w ¦heÂ a�e headed (e¿ew if aÀaÂ f�~v Àa¦e�). F~� 
v~�¦ ��ecie�, «�e ¦À~ hawd�, g�abbiwg ¦he �ide ~f ¦hei� �hepp 
be¦Àeew ¦hei� peg�, ¦~ v~¿e ¦hev. F~� �wa��iwg ¦«�¦pe�, Àe 
�ec~vvewd «�iwg a ca� va¦, bpawme¦, ~� �h~¿ep ¦~ v~¿e ¦hev 
ac�~�� ¦he �~ad. D~w’¦ ¦~«ch ¦he f�~w¦ hapf ~f ¦hei� b~dÂ a� 
¦heÂ caw �wa� (i¦ Àipp h«�¦ if Â~« a�e bi¦¦ew, b«¦ i¦ i� a vÂ¦h 
¦ha¦ ¦heÂ caw b�eam b~we�). T~ ge¦ �wa��e�� ~w¦~ a ca� va¦, 
g�ab ¦hei� �hepp ab~¿e a bacm peg – we¿e� g�ab ¦hei� ¦aip – awd 
gew¦pÂ d�ag ¦hev ~w¦~ ¦he va¦.

T«�¦pe� a�e �e�ipiew¦ Àhew iwj«�ed awd caw �ec~¿e� f�~v 
vawÂ iwj«�e�. E¿ew ¦«�¦pe� ¦ha¦ a��ea� dead vaÂ be api¿e ~� 
ha¿e egg� ¦ha¦ c~«pd be eÁ¦�ac¦ed. If Â~« Íwd aw iwj«�ed 
¦«�¦pe Â~« caw b�iwg i¦ ¦~ Ridea« VappeÂ Wipdpife Sawc¦«a�Â iw 
N~�¦h G~Àe�, SawdÂ Piwe� Wipdpife Cew¦�e iw Na�awee, ¦he 
Ow¦a�i~ T«�¦pe C~w�e�¿a¦i~w Cew¦�e iw Pe¦e�b~�~«gh, ~� 
e¿ew ¦he Pe�¦h Ve¦e�iwa�Â Cpiwic iw Pe�¦h.

If Â~« e¿e� �ee a we�¦iwg ¦«�¦pe, �pea�e mee� Â~«� di�¦awce 
(>10 v) a� ¦heÂ caw ��~~m ea�ipÂ. Owce ¦he v~¦he� i� d~we, 
Â~« caw hep� ��~¦ec¦ ¦he we�¦ bÂ iw�¦appiwg a we�¦ ��~¦ec¦~� 
(2Á4� Ài¦h eÁi¦ h~pe� f~� ¦he ha¦chpiwg� awd a ve�h ¦~� ¦~ pe¦ 
�«w awd �aiw iw f~� iwc«ba¦i~w). Thi� caw be d~we ~w Â~«� 
��i¿a¦e ��~�e�¦Â ~� ~¦he� �«bpic/��i¿a¦e ��~�e�¦Â a� p~wg a� 
Â~« ha¿e �e�vi��i~w f�~v ¦he pawd ~Àwe�. Uwf~�¦«wa¦epÂ, 
¦«�¦pe we�¦� ~w ¦he �ide� ~f �~ad� caww~¦ be ��~¦ec¦ed a� 
¦he�e a�ea� weed ¦~ �¦aÂ cpea� f~� ¿ehicpe �afe¦Â. 

Hep� T«�¦pe� C�~�� R~ad�

B�iwg Iwj«�ed T«�¦pe� ¦~ Hep�

P�~¦ec¦ T«�¦pe Ne�¦�

21



Q}estions and Ans�ers from EarthDa�.org

Take the Earth Da� Q}i¦

https://saveblindbay.com/


Did you know that the average 
life span of a single use plastic 
is approximately 15 minutes?
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In the Spring of 1796, thieves struck the little cluster of homes 
and barns in what is today Gananoque. Under the cover of 
darkness, they pilfered several barrels of pork and flour from 
the mill and the personal stores of the local landlord and 
Justice of the Peace, Joel Stone. Determined to find the 
culprits, Stone sent his men to conduct a door-to-door search 
in the surrounding area but turned up nothing. 
 
A few days later, a local resident named Peter Rosbach arrived 
at Stone’s house and “appeared to be much offended.” He was 
insulted at the search, especially when everyone knew who 
was responsible: the people living in “shantys” on the “Islands.” 
Whoever they were, Rosbach warned Stone not to trifle with 
them. They were hungry and, had Stone confronted the 
thieves, “they would have Beat your Branes [sic] out with a 
Club, as soon as not.” Undeterred, Stone replied that he 
“wished for nothing more than peace and good order, but that 
when ordered upon the king’s service” he would “ever exert 
myself to do my Duty.” 

B�: Tim Compea}

La� and Order in 
the Tho}sand Islands

Photo: Gananoque waterfront circa 1920 from Parks Canada

https://www.epa.gov/recycle/composting-home
https://saveblindbay.com/
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/


The Th~«�awd I�pawd� iw ¦he pa¦e eigh¦eew¦h awd ea�pÂ wiwe¦eew¦h 
cew¦«�ie� Àa� a �~«gh f�~w¦ie� É~we ~f vig�aw¦� awd �ef«gee�, 
¦�Âiwg ¦~ eme ~«¦ aw eÁi�¦ewce, «�«appÂ iw ¦he p«vbe� ¦�ade. 
Nece��i¦ie� �«ch a� f~~d awd cp~¦hiwg Àe�e iw �h~�¦ �«��pÂ, awd 
S¦~we’� �ec~�d� iwcp«de vawÂ eÁav�pe� ~f �e¦¦Â pa�cewÂ awd 
�v«ggpiwg. Wi¦h w~ �~pice f~�ce, S¦~we awd ~¦he� JP� Àe�e ¦he 
face ~f ¦he paÀ. T~ ¦�acm d~Àw awd ca�¦«�e ¦hie¿e�, S¦~we 
de�«¦iÉed ¦�«�¦ed p~cap� awd ev�~Àe�ed ¦hev ¦~ �«��«e awd 
a���ehewd �«��ec¦� “bÂ f~�ce ~f a�v� if wece��a�Â.” Iw ¦ive, ¦he 
i�pawde�� cave ¦~ �e��ec¦ S¦~we awd hi� f�~w¦ie� j«�¦ice. 
 
Ow J«we 17, 1809, a di�¦�a«gh¦ p«vbe�vaw À~�miwg ~w G�iwd�¦~we 
I�pawd (¦hew c~w�ide�ed ~w ¦he Cawadiaw �ide ~f ¦he b~�de�), cave 
¦~ Gawaw~�«e ¦~ �e�~�¦ ¦he ¦hef¦ ~f a che�¦ c~w¦aiwiwg ¿ap«abpe 
�a�e�� awd g~pd. The �«��ec¦, Richa�d Ca�p, a “�pewde� vaw” 
d�e��ed iw “c~�d«�~Â ~¿e�app�…awd a �~~� ~pd ha¦,” appegedpÂ 
�~bbed ¦he p«vbe�vaw’� ba�ge awd e�ca�ed iw a caw~e. I¦ didw’¦ 
¦ame p~wg f~� S¦~we’� vew ¦~ ca¦ch «� Ài¦h Ca�p awd, a¦ 4�00 PM 
¦he weÁ¦ daÂ, ¦heÂ d�agged hiv iw¦~ Gawaw~�«e. S¦~we d~e� w~¦ 
�ec~�d Àha¦ ve¦h~d� he awd hi� vew ev�p~Âed ¦~ eÁ¦�ac¦ a 
c~wfe��i~w, b«¦ Ca�p �eadipÂ advi¦¦ed hi� c�ive. The �¦e�w JP 
�ec~�d� ¦ha¦ he f~�ced Ca�p, cpa��ed iw i�~w�, ¦~ g«ide ¦he 
de�«¦ie� bacm iw¦~ ¦he i�pawd� ¦~ Íwd ¦he hiddew che�¦ awd �e¦«�w 
Ài¦h ¦he ¿ap«abpe�. Af¦e� ¦À~ �e¦«�w ¦�i��, each ¦amiwg �iÁ h~«��, 
S¦~we’� vew �e«wi¦ed ¦he p«vbe�vaw awd hi� che�¦. Wha¦ 
ha��ewed ¦~ Ca�p i� «w�ec~�ded. Thi� i� j«�¦ ~we eÁav�pe ~f h~À 
S¦~we ewf~�ced “�eace awd g~~d ~�de�” iw ¦he Th~«�awd I�pawd�.  
    

Tim Compeau, originally from 
Gananoque, is an assistant 
professor of history at Huron 
University in London, Ontario. He 
is currently writing a book on the 
life of Joel Stone.

Ph~¦~ ~f J~ep S¦~we:  T~Àw ~f Gawaw~�«e
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10

TIA Community Board
River Talk is introducing the Community Bulletin Board to allow 

organizations, businesses and persons to post notices, events and 
meetings relevant to the River Community. 

2 paid internships are 
available for college aged 
students this summer. 
Applications are due 
April 15th, 2025. 
 
Learn more HERE.
  

Tall Ships are back!  
 Brockville June 20-22, 2025

INTERNSHIPS 
 available at 

SAVE THE RIVER 
  

https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/
https://www.tiwlt.ca/event/harvest-festival/
https://www.savetheriver.org/summer-intern/
https://www.tiwlt.ca/event/harvest-festival/


S¦e� bacm iw ¦ive awd evba�m ~w a j~«�weÂ ¦h�~«gh ¦he hi�¦~�ic 
Ridea« Cawap, a UNESCO W~�pd He�i¦age Si¦e ¦ha¦ ha� c~wwec¦ed 
¦�a¿epe�� f~� cew¦«�ie�. Thi� iw¦e�ac¦i¿e 40-viw«¦e ��e�ew¦a¦i~w 
Àipp g«ide Â~« ¦h�~«gh ¦he eÁ�e�iewce ~f b~a¦iwg ap~wg ¦hi� 
�eva�mabpe �ec�ea¦i~wap c~��id~�, �e¿eapiwg ¦he «wi�«e cha�v, 
he�i¦age. Y~« Àipp ge¦ �~ve iw�ide� ¦i�� awd ¦�icm� ¦ha¦ Àipp vame 
Â~«� ¦�i� ¦he highpigh¦ ~f Â~«� �«vve�.

Di�c~¿e� ÀhÂ b~a¦e�� awd ad¿ew¦«�e�� ¦�a¿ep ~¿e� 5,000 vipe� ~f 
¦he iw¦e�c~a�¦ap Àa¦e�ÀaÂ� awd pea�w h~À ¦he cawap �eavpe��pÂ 
piwm� N~�¦h Ave�ica’� b~a¦iwg we¦À~�m�—f�~v ¦he NeÀ Y~�m 
�Â�¦ev ¿ia ¦he Chav�paiw awd H«d�~w Ri¿e�, app ¦he ÀaÂ ¦~ 
Cawada’� ca�i¦ap ~w ¦he �h~�e� ~f ¦he Ridea«. Whe¦he� Â~«’�e a 
�ea�~wed va�iwe� ~� a Í��¦-¦ive eÁ�p~�e�, ¦hi� ��e�ew¦a¦i~w Àipp 
ivve��e Â~« iw ¦he bea«¦Â, hi�¦~�Â, awd ��ac¦icap iw�igh¦� ~f 
wa¿iga¦iwg ~we ~f ¦he À~�pd’� v~�¦ ic~wic Àa¦e�ÀaÂ�.

Chad B}chner, 

Mark your 
calendar for 
the July 19th 

AGM!

A/Director of Ontario Water�a�s 

AGM 
KEYNOTE 
SPEAKER 
ANNOUNCED
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TIA Thanks Our 
 ADMIRAL Sponsors

To learn more about any sponsor, click on their logo.

https://divebrockville.com/
https://www.georginaratcliffe.com/
https://www.getgm.com/
https://www.hansler.com/
https://americanbaitworks.com/
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/
https://clarksmarina.ca/
https://marina.ca/
https://www.gananoque.ca/invest-in-gananoque/business-directory/eastern-marine-service
https://www.cityexperiences.com/gananoque/city-cruises/
https://ivyleaclub.ca/
https://www.houseboatholidays.ca/
https://glenhouseresort.com/
https://advisor.investorsgroup.com/en/heather_caird#%23
https://www.clarkeandwright.com/
https://www.homehardware.ca/en/store/14407
https://c-tow.ca/
https://andrecon.com/
https://kehoemarine.com/
https://www.keyesbrokers.com/
https://www.facebook.com/marshallscleaning


To learn more about any sponsor, click on their logo.

TIA Thanks Our 
 ADMIRAL Sponsors
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https://mobilekitchenscanada.com/
http://www.topshop.on.ca/
http://www.villagequay.com/
https://wavveboating.com/
http://pecksmarina.ca/
https://redmondrealtyltd.com/
mailto:john.pelow@sympatico.ca
https://www.facebook.com/QualityMarineConstruction/
https://rockportcruises.com/
https://moultontreeservice.ca/
https://solowaywright.com/
http://parkwaypestcontrol.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/thewoodenboatshop
https://natureswaylandscaping.net/
https://www.stlawrencecruiselines.com/
https://parks.canada.ca/pn-np/on/1000/~/link.aspx?_id=0CC0861610684BE19B1B5462F8D92C82&_z=z
http://thornbuschlandscaping.com/

