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the 1000 Islands region of the St. Lawrence River.
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From the Editor

Stephanie Scott, 

February might be the month with the biggest heart. 
We all know Valentine's Day is a day for love, but did 
you know the the 3rd week of February has been 
delegated as Kindness Week? A time to lend a helping 
hand, share what you can, support a cause or simply 
show compassion.

I’ve been on the receiving end of a compassionate 
outpour recently and felt the emotional lift it caused.  
I am continuously amazed at what happens when we 
build each other up, support communities and focus 
on kindness.

My experience with the river community has always 
been one of support and kindness. I hope you all 
continue to show that kindness freely February 15th-
21st and beyond.
 

 
 

 Due to seasonality, varying water levels, vandalism and equipment 
failure, the Thousand Islands Association (TIA) disclaims any liability for 

the absence of any of its shoal markers from time to time.

thousandislandsassociation@gmail.com
Canada: P.O. Box 2764, Gananoque, ON K7G 2T8

USA: P.O. Box 616 Clayton, NY 13624
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President's 
Message
Peter Fitton

Whe¦he� Â~«� c~¦¦age i� b«¦¦~wed «� f~� ¦he �ea�~w ~� Â~« a�e ~we 
~f ¦he f~�¦«wa¦e �e�idew¦�  ewj~Âiwg ¦he �«ie¦ bea«¦Â ~f ¦he 
Th~«�awd I�pawd� iw Àiw¦e�,  ¦he�e i� v«ch ¦~ p~~m f~�Àa�d ¦~ 
bef~�e ���iwg a��i¿e�.
 
NeÀ Yea� �e�~p«¦i~w� caw feep da«w¦iwg,  �~ iw�¦ead I ��efe� ¦~ ¦hiwm 
iw ¦e�v� ~f  �e��~wap ��~jec¦� f~� ¦he Âea� ahead. F~� ve, ¦ha¦ 
veaw� a �¦eadÂ c~vvi¦vew¦ ¦~ �eg«pa� eÁe�ci�e (w~¦ j«�¦ Àeemewd 
b«��¦� ~f ew¦h«�ia�v) awd a v~�e bapawced die¦ – apÀaÂ� Ài¦h �~~v 
f~� v~de�a¦i~w awd ewj~Âvew¦!  The�e �vapp, ��ac¦icap g~ap� hep� 
��~¿ide ¦he ewe�gÂ awd �e���ec¦i¿e weeded ¦~ wa¿iga¦e Àha¦e¿e� 
¦he Âea� vaÂ b�iwg.  Iw ¦he veaw¦ive,  pe¦’� ¦ame �pea�«�e iw daipÂ pife 
awd ¦he favipia� �~ciap ¦�adi¦i~w� ~f Feb�«a�Â awd Ma�ch.
 
G�~«wdh~g DaÂ, ~b�e�¿ed e¿e�Â Âea� ~w Feb�«a�Â 2wd, i� a 
pigh¦hea�¦ed ¦�adi¦i~w �~~¦ed iw f~pmp~�e. Acc~�diwg ¦~ pegewd, if ¦he 
g�~«wdh~g �ee� i¦� �had~À ~w a �«wwÂ daÂ, �iÁ v~�e Àeem� ~f 

Welcome 2026 and to another year of 
cultivating fellowship and creating new 
friendships on the river

https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/


Àiw¦e� a�e ahead; if w~¦, aw ea�pÂ ���iwg i� ��edic¦ed. Officiap 
~dd�vame�� gi¿e a �«cce�� �a¦e ~f pe�� ¦haw 40% b«¦ ¦he ¦�adi¦i~w 
~ffe�� a chee�f«p �eviwde� ¦ha¦ ���iwg i� apÀaÂ� ~w ¦he h~�iÉ~w.
 

 
 Vapew¦iwe’� DaÂ f~pp~À� ~w Feb�«a�Â 14¦h, a p~wg�¦awdiwg 
cepeb�a¦i~w ~f p~¿e awd a���ecia¦i~w. I¦ �e�¿e� a� a �iv�pe b«¦ 
veawiwgf«p ��~v�¦ ¦~ �a«�e awd �ec~gwiÉe ¦he iv�~�¦aw¦ �e~�pe 
iw ~«� pi¿e�—�~ve¦hiwg ¦ha¦ �a�epÂ g~e� ~«¦ ~f �¦Âpe. I ��edic¦ 
Â~«� Âea� Àipp g~ v«ch be¦¦e� if w~¦ f~�g~¦¦ew!
 
 
 
MÂ �e��~wap fa¿~«�i¦e, S¦. Pa¦�icm’� DaÂ ~w Ma�ch 17¦h, h~w~«�� 
I�i�h he�i¦age awd c«p¦«�e, cepeb�a¦ed f~� i¦� Àa�v¦h, �¦~�Â¦eppiwg, 
v«�ic, �e�ipiewce, awd �ew�e ~f f«w. Whe¦he� bÂ Àea�iwg g�eew, 
ewj~Âiwg I�i�h v«�ic, �ha�iwg a ¦heved veap, ~� �ai�iwg a gpa�� 
Ài¦h f�iewd�, i¦’� a daÂ ¦ha¦ iw¿i¦e� e¿e�Â~we ¦~ j~iw iw ¦he ��i�i¦ ~f 
g~~d chee�. TheÂ �aÂ “If Â~«’�e w~¦ I�i�h, Â~« ��~babpÂ Ài�h Â~« 
Àe�e” … a¦ pea�¦ f~� ¦he daÂ!  
 
 
 
Thi� i� ap�~ ¦he ¦ive ~f Âea� ¦~ �eweÀ Â~«� 2026 vevbe��hi� awd 
�ecei¿e Â~«� Cawadiaw ~� Ave�icaw ¦aÁ �ecei�¦. We a�e a 
¿~p«w¦ee� ba�ed, w~¦ f~� ��~fi¦ ~�gawiÉa¦i~w, awd Â~«� �«��~�¦ i� 
e��ew¦iap ¦~ �«�¦aiwiwg ~«� ��~g�av� awd c~vv«wi¦Â.
h¦¦��://ÀÀÀ.¦h~«�awdi�pawd�a��~cia¦i~w.c~v/vevbe��hi�/
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Wishing everyone a memorable and rewarding year on the 
river—less than two months until spring returns!

Read more on: The History of Valentine's Day

Read more on: St. Patrick's Day Party Ideas

Read more on: Groundhog Day

https://www.history.com/topics/valentines-day
https://www.tagvenue.com/blog/st-patricks-day-party-ideas/
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/membership/
https://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/groundhog-day
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Winter’s Grip: Lake 
Freighters Trapped b� Ice 
on the St. La�rence Sea�a�
B�: Peter Fitton

In early January, 2026, an unusually intense and early-arriving 
winter weather system led to hazardous ice conditions along the St. 
Lawrence Seaway—the critical maritime route connecting the Great 
Lakes with the Atlantic Ocean. The rapid buildup of ice between 
Lake Ontario and Montreal left multiple lake freighters immobilized, 
delaying the planned seasonal closure of the seaway and disrupting 
regional shipping traffic.
 
Typically, the seaway’s navigation season is scheduled to end by 
January 5, but thick ice forming ahead of schedule has trapped 
vessels in the river, forcing them to anchor while crews await safer 
conditions. Many large commercial freighters remained stalled near 
Clayton and Cape Vincent, with ice encasing hulls and blocking 
forward progress. 
 

https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/


L~cap ¦epe¿i�i~w �¦a¦i~w� ha¿e c~¿e�ed ¦he «w«�«ap Àiw¦e� �cewe�. 
Cpicm HERE ¦~ Àa¦ch ~we �«ch b�~adca�¦.   Thi� weÀ� cpi� �h~À� 
awch~�ed ¿e��ep� �«��~«wded bÂ acc«v«pa¦iwg ice awd eÁ�paiw� h~À 
Àea¦he� c~wdi¦i~w� a�e affec¦iwg �eaÀaÂ ~�e�a¦i~w�.

The c~pd �wa� ha� w~¦ ~wpÂ hepd «� va�iwe ¦�affic b«¦ ap�~ �ai�ed 
ew¿i�~wvew¦ap awd �afe¦Â c~wce�w�. Ob�e�¿e�� w~¦e ¦ha¦ d�if¦iwg ice 
c~vbiwed Ài¦h ¿e��ep v~¿evew¦ caw c�ea¦e «w�¦abpe ice fiepd�, 
�~�iwg �i�m� f~� Àipdpife awd awÂ~we ¿ew¦«�iwg ~w¦~ �eeviwgpÂ �~pid 
ice. 
 
Iceb�eamiwg c�eÀ� f�~v b~¦h ¦he U.S. awd Cawadiaw C~a�¦ G«a�d� 
a�e j~iw¦pÂ ac¦i¿e ~w ¦he G�ea¦ Lame�, �«��~�¦iwg wa¿iga¦i~w awd 
a¦¦ev�¦iwg ¦~ mee� �~ve �hi��iwg pawe� ~�ew e¿ew a� ¦ev�e�a¦«�e� 
�evaiw f�igid. C~~�diwa¦i~w be¦Àeew ¦he ¦À~ agewcie� aiv� ¦~ cpea� 
chawwep� f~� ¿e��ep� ca��Âiwg e��ew¦iap c~vv~di¦ie� �«ch a� g�aiw, 
f«ep awd iwd«�¦�iap va¦e�iap�, ¦h~«gh ��~g�e�� i� �p~À. 
 
The U.S. awd Cawada ha¿e dev~w�¦�a¦ed iw¦e�wa¦i~wap �«��~�¦ f~� 
c~vve�ciap ¦�affic �iwce ¦he S¦. LaÀ�ewce SeaÀaÂ fi��¦ ~�ewed iw 
1959.  Iceb�eamiwg ha� beew b«�iwe�� a� «�«ap d«�iwg Àiw¦e� f�eeÉe 
«�� awd ice b�eamiwg �hi� ¦echw~p~gÂ ha� w~¦ chawged a p~¦. VieÀ 
¦hi� cpi� f�~v ¦hi�¦eew Âea�� ag~. 
 

D~ w~¦ ¦�Â ¦hi� 
eÁe�ci�e Ài¦h Â~«� 
�e��~wap Àa¦e�c�af¦ 
– ¦he�e �e~�pe a�e 
��~fe��i~wap�!

https://youtu.be/vR5x6bdp8ao
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/xcKGw5oWNek
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N4hAAqqq0Zo&pp=ygUwaWNlIGJyZWFraW5nIGxha2Ugb250YXJpbyBhbmQgdXBwZXIgc3QuIGxhd3JlbmNl0gcJCU0KAYcqIYzv
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N4hAAqqq0Zo&pp=ygUwaWNlIGJyZWFraW5nIGxha2Ugb250YXJpbyBhbmQgdXBwZXIgc3QuIGxhd3JlbmNl0gcJCU0KAYcqIYzv


Q

Q

 Local Marine 
 Medical Emergenc� 
 Proced}res

B�: Jim Côté, Chair, Ri�er Safet�

Yes, this situation is covered by local emergency rescue 
protocols on both sides of the border, but in either case when 
calling 911 from an island, it is imperative that you specify you 
are calling about a marine emergency in the 1000 Islands of 
the St Lawrence River and specify which side of the border 
you are on. This will trigger local protocols to arrange the 
nearest Fire Rescue Boat to take paramedics to your island.

Do you know the best way to make sure that EMS can get to 
your island in time to help with an emergency? Here are 
answers to frequently asked questions about how to make 911 
calls, how to best communicate your location, and what 
happens after the EMS have arrived.

Can I make a 911 call from an island that 
 has no road access?

How do I reach a 911 operator and communicate the 
location of a marine emergency?

Landline calls automatically provide 911 operators with civic 
address locations that they can communicate to first 
responders, but they will always confirm the location by 
asking for additional information. Local operators now use

https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/


the app what3words that will tell them, and first responders, your 
exact location to assist the Fire Rescue Boat to find your dock. 
 
Smart phones usually help operators determine your location 
within a few metres, by automatically providing the phone’s GPS 
location. However, reception on parts of the river can be quite 
spotty, so additional information can be crucial. See below for a 
convenient way to have this additional information on hand.  
Did you know? SOS emergency calls placed on smart phones 
provide the same GPS “ping” as when a caller manually dials 911 on 
the smart phone?

Yes, remember that you are in a geographically and political unique 
area – there are 100s of island along an international border. Your 
call will not automatically go to the nearest dispatcher. It will first 
go to a centralized emergency communication centre and then be 
rerouted to the nearest centre based on the information you 
provide – in the case of calls from Canadian islands to the 
Brockville Emergency Communications Centre. Moreover, if using 
a cell phone from a Canadian island, your call may be picked by a 
cell tower in the States, and it will need to be rerouted to Canada, 
so important time will be lost if you are not detailed in the location 
you give during your initial 911 call. Even when your call gets to the 
nearest dispatch centre, you need to be precise about your island 
name and location: many islands have similar sounding – or the 
same – names (e.g., there is a Wallace Island as well as a Fort 
Wallace Island and four Bluff Islands). Being able to tell the 911 
operators EXACTLY where your cottage is saves crucial time 
during an emergency. 

QAre there any additional challenges in making 911 calls 
from an island?

https://what3words.com/


In addition to the civic address of the property, the exact 
geographical location can be given verbally in two ways, both of 
which can be determined using smart phone apps, either recorded 
prior to or determined during an emergency.

What additional information should be used for 
communicating emergency locations to help the 911 
operator confirm your exact location?Q

Use “what3words” to tell the dispatcher the location of 
your cottage or landing dock. This app generates three 
words unique to your location that you can give to the 
dispatcher. From these, the dispatcher decides which 
boat to dispatch and passes the information on to the 
Fire Rescue boat driver. 

TIA has produced, distributed, 
and makes available fridge 
magnets upon which exact 
location information can be 
recorded in advance, for ready 
use during emergencies

Alternatively, you can give the dispatcher the GPS coordinates for 
your cottage or dock. Coordinates can be given in either DMS or 
DD GPS format.   911 operators have access to a converter and so 
regardless of the format of the GPS provided to the operator, they 
will be able to convert it to whichever format is needed for the 
software they utilize. GPS coordinates can be determined with 
smart phone apps such as Compass or Google Maps. Compass 
automatically gives users their current location; Google Maps 
requires the user to drop a pin on the location.

 DMS stands for “degrees/minutes/seconds,” whereas DD stands for “decimal degrees.” Online 
converters such as the following are helpful <https://www.gps-coordinates.net/gps-
coordinates-converter> and mapping apps will take either for location searches.

**

**

1
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https://boatingindustry.com/news/2025/06/12/boating-industry-reveals-2025-top-products/
https://what3words.com/products/what3words-app
https://www.gps-coordinates.net/gps-coordinates-converter


E¿e�Â i�pawd ha� a Fi�e Re�c«e B~a¦ a��igwed ¦~ i¦ ba�ed ~w ��~Áivi¦Â, 
a� Àepp a� aw EMS vee¦iwg �pace awd pa«wch a�ea. 

What is the protocol regarding which boat goes out?

Q
Leed� 1000 I�pawd� Fi�e Se�¿ice� mee�� ¦À~ Fi�e Re�c«e B~a¦� iw ¦he 
Àa¦e� ¦h�~«gh~«¦ ¦he b~a¦iwg �ea�~w. Owe i� d~cmed a¦ B�ewwaw’� 
Ma�iwa iw Gawaw~�«e awd ¦he ~¦he� a¦ ¦he I¿Â Lea G~¿e�wvew¦ D~cm. 
Gawaw~�«e Fi�e ap�~ ha� a b~a¦ d~cmed a¦ ¦he Gawaw~�«e Ma�iwa.

Where are the rescue boats located this 
year on the Canadian side?

E¿e�Â �e��~w ha� ¦he �igh¦ ¦~ “�ef«�e ¦�aw��~�¦,” ��~¿ided ¦heÂ ha¿e 
¦he ca�aci¦Â ¦~ vame ¦hi� deci�i~w (i.e., ¦heÂ a�e vew¦appÂ ca�abpe ~f 
vamiwg a���~��ia¦e deci�i~w�). Rega�diwg de�¦iwa¦i~w, EMS c�eÀ� 
a�e �e�«i�ed ¦~ ¦�aw��~�¦ a �a¦iew¦ ¦~ ¦he cp~�e�¦ h~��i¦ap, iw ¦he 
e¿ew¦ ~f a pigh¦� awd �i�ew eve�gewcÂ (if ¦he �a¦iew¦ Ài�he� ¦~ be 
¦�aw��~�¦ed). The fiwap p~ca¦i~w Àipp be de¦e�viwed bÂ ¦he �~iw¦ 
Àhe�e ¦he �e��~w c~ve� a�h~�e ~w Cawadiaw �~ip. A� a �«pe ~f 
¦h«vb, �e~�pe pawdiwg ~w p~ca¦i~w� ¦~ ¦he ea�¦ ~f ¦he 1000 I�pawd� 
b�idge a�e ¦amew ¦~ B�~cm¿ippe awd ¦h~�e ¦~ ¦he Àe�¦ g~ ¦~ Kiwg�¦~w. 
The�e a�e a feÀ eÁce�¦i~w� ¦~ ¦hi�, de�ewdiwg ~w �~ve ��ecific 
vedicap c~wdi¦i~w�. F~� eÁav�pe, vaj~� ¦�a«va �a¦iew¦� (iwcp«diwg 
¦h~�e �«ffe�iwg vaj~� ca�diac e¿ew¦� awd �¦�~me�) a�e ¦amew di�ec¦pÂ 
¦~ ¦he ¦e�¦ia�Â ca�e vedicap cew¦�e iw Kiwg�¦~w (Kiwg�¦~w Heap¦h 
Sciewce� Cew¦�e), Àhich i� a pe¿ep 1 T�a«va Cew¦�e (¦he Regi~wap 
S¦�~me Cew¦�e awd ¦he Regi~wap Ca�diac Cew¦�e).

When are Canadian paramedics allowed to 
release a patient and when must they 
transport to the nearest Canadian hospital 
facility? Do they normally transport to 
Kingston or Brockville?

Q

https://boatingindustry.com/news/2025/06/12/boating-industry-reveals-2025-top-products/


Q
A US Fire Rescue Boat may respond to a working fire if requested, 
but a medical or transport of EMS call would need to be 
orchestrated through both Canadian and American border services 
agencies (CBSA & US CBP). It is more practical and expedient to use 
the local Canadian EMS and Fire Rescue through a 911 call.

When would a US Rescue Boat be called to a 
Canadian Island instead of a Canadian boat (there 
are three, docked at Clayton, TI Park, and Alex Bay)?

Local Canadian EMS do not have the ability to transport US citizens 
back to the American side from a Canadian pick-up location. 
American citizens traveling/residing in Canada are advised to carry 
out-of-country travel health insurance (Canadian “snowbirds” 
typically purchase travel insurance for their trips to the US during 
winter months).

Can American citizens (without Canadian health or 
travel insurance) who live on a Canadian island, be 
taken to the US for treatment if they request it? Q

Did you know Clayton's Fire 
Department has an iceboat 
for winter emergency calls?
Learn more about "Last Chance" and 
Aluminum Work Boats

TIA extends its thanks to the following people for providing answers to many of the 
following questions: TLTI Fire Chief Mike Prior, FPO Doug Richardson, and Jeffrey 
Carss, Paramedic Chief at Leeds Grenville Paramedic Service. Any errors or 
omissions are my own.

https://boatingindustry.com/news/2025/06/12/boating-industry-reveals-2025-top-products/
https://thousandislandslife.com/last-chance-aluminum-work-boats/
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Welcome to another year and a new beginning on the river!
Founded in 1934, and now more than 90 years and 5 
generations later, our roots are deep in traditions and 
memories with friends and family in our world-renowned 
beautiful Thousand Islands of the upper St. Lawrence River. 

Today we share the responsibility of its stewardship as we 
deliver on our Missions of River Safety, Environmental 
Awareness, and Community Support. Your renewed 
membership ensures the safety and support of residents 
and boaters alike. 

Renew Your TIA 
Membership Today

TIA is an international registered not-for-profit 
organization, which issues tax receipts for all 
Canadian and American memberships and donations.

Purchase & maintenance 
of 200+ shoal markers 

Support of emergency 
response equipment & 
services

Environmental awareness 
programs

 

News and information on the 
river & its community

Fellowship opportunities
 
Information on water levels & 
a unified voice for local 
regulatory agencies and 
proposed legislation

https://cwf-fcf.org/en/explore/gardening-for-wildlife/plants/buy/native-plant-suppliers/native-plant-suppliers/on/
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/membership/
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/membership/


A Season to Embrace
B�: Peter Fitton

E¿ew Àhew ¦he d~cm� a�e �«pped awd ¦he b~a¦� 
a�e �¦~�ed, ¦he pawd�ca�e �evaiw� aw ~�ew iw¿i¦a¦i~w. 
Sw~À ¦�aw�f~�v� favipia� �pace� iw¦~ �~ve¦hiwg weÀ 
awd vagicap. Favipie� caw b«wdpe «� f~� Àapm�, 
�w~À�h~eiwg, ~� c�~��-c~«w¦�Â �miiwg ~w p~cap ¦�aip�, 
c~w�e�¿a¦i~w a�ea�, ~� e¿ew �«ie¦ bacm �~ad�. Speddiwg ~w 
�vapp hipp�, b«ipdiwg �w~À f~�¦�, ~� ¦�acmiwg awivap ��iw¦� 
af¦e� a f�e�h �w~Àfapp caw ¦«�w aw ~�diwa�Â af¦e�w~~w iw¦~ 
a �ha�ed ad¿ew¦«�e. Sh~�¦ ~«¦iwg� a�e ~f¦ew be�¦—p~wg 
ew~«gh ¦~ ewj~Â ¦he c�i�� ai�, f~pp~Àed bÂ a Àa�v �e¦«�w 
iwd~~��. F~� iw��i�a¦i~w awd ¦�aip idea�, favipie� ~f¦ew 
¦«�w ¦~ �i¦e� pime:
•    app¦�aip�.c~v
•    ~w¦a�i~�a�m�.ca
•    �a�m�.wÂ.g~¿

Making the Most of the Outdoors

Wiw¦e� d~e�w’¦ ha¿e ¦~ feep pime a �a«�e be¦Àeew c~¦¦age 
�ea�~w�. F~� favipie� iw �w~À-bep¦ �egi~w� iwcp«diwg 
¦h~�e Àh~ ha¿e b«¦¦~wed «� ¦hei� c~¦¦age� f~� ¦he 
Àiw¦e� ¦he c~pd �ea�~w va�m� a �hif¦, w~¦ aw ewdiwg. 
Wiw¦e� bec~ve� a ¦ive ¦~ �p~À d~Àw, �ec~wwec¦, awd 
ewj~Â �iv�pe �pea�«�e� b~¦h ~«¦d~~�� awd iw�ide. 

https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/
https://www.alltrails.com/
https://www.ontarioparks.ca/
https://parks.ny.gov/


Wiw¦e� iw ¦he Th~«�awd I�pawd� i� app ab~«¦ 
 bapawce: �pew¦Â ~f f�e�h ai� ~«¦d~~��, �«wc¦«a¦ed bÂ 

 iwd~~� Àa�v¦h, pa«gh¦e�, awd �e�¦. Whe¦he� Â~«’�e himiwg �w~ÀÂ ¦�aip�, 
�ma¦iwg Ài¦h h~¦ ch~c~pa¦e iw hawd, ~� ewj~Âiwg a pi¿e �h~À, favipie� caw 
vame ¦he v~�¦ ~f ¦he �ea�~w ¦~ge¦he�. F~� v~�e idea� ~� ¦~ �paw a ¿i�i¦, 

checmiwg p~cap ¦~«�i�v g«ide� caw �~iw¦ Â~« ¦~ c«��ew¦ e¿ew¦� ¦aip~�ed ¦~ 
Àiw¦e� f«w iw ¦he �egi~w. Hep�f«p �¦a�¦iwg �~iw¦� iwcp«de:

•    Wiw¦e� Capp� f~� O«¦d~~� Ad¿ew¦«�e 
•  15-¦hiwg�-¦~-d~-~w-a-Àiw¦e�-Àeemewd-iw-miwg�¦~w

Cozy Connections Indoors

Wiw¦e� i� ap�~ ¦he �e�fec¦ �ea�~w ¦~ 
�edi�c~¿e� iwd~~� ¦�adi¦i~w�. Favipie� caw 

�paw ÀeempÂ v~¿ie wigh¦�, c~~m c~vf~�¦ 
veap� ¦~ge¦he�, ~� b�iwg ~«¦ b~a�d gave� 
awd �«ÉÉpe� ¦ha¦ vaÂ ha¿e �a¦ «w¦~«ched 

app �«vve�. C�ea¦i¿e ��~jec¦�—
�c�a�b~~m�, v~dep b«ipdiwg, �aiw¦iwg, ~� 

À�i¦iwg—hep� �a�� p~wg e¿ewiwg� Àhipe 
ewc~«�agiwg c~w¿e��a¦i~w awd 

c~ppab~�a¦i~w.
 

Thi� i� ap�~ a g�ea¦ ¦ive ¦~ 
 �e¿i�i¦ c~¦¦age vev~�ie�: �~�¦iwg 

 �h~¦~�, �pawwiwg weÁ¦ �«vve�’� 
 ��~jec¦�, ~� ¦eppiwg �¦~�ie� ab~«¦ 
 fa¿~�i¦e i�pawd v~vew¦�. The�e 

 ac¦i¿i¦ie� mee� ¦he ��i�i¦ ~f 
 Àa¦e�f�~w¦ pife api¿e, e¿ew Àhew 

 ¦he �i¿e� i� f�~Éew.

Balance & Community

https://visit1000islands.com/stories/wintercallsforoutdooradventures/
https://www.southeasternontario.ca/articles/15-things-to-do-on-a-winter-weekend-in-kingston/


When we talk of water levels, it’s usually high or low at the surface. Yet 
what we really care about is how high is the bottom where we are, 
right now! Since 11/1/25, River levels dropped to near the 0 ft CHART 
DATUM and since December 18th begin to rise.

Currently, the levels of Lake Ontario (LO) and the St. Lawrence River’s 
1000 Islands region continue within a few inches of average. The 50% 
line for the next 6 months forecast is very close to average, but the 
range is so wide it’s not useful. 

The good news is that 
levels have risen steadily 
since December 18th 
and are currently about 
1.5 feet above CD. The 
LO Net Total Supplies 
(inflows) have been well 
above average (includes 
inflows from Lake Erie, 
tributary inflow & LO 
Basin Precipitation).

B�: TIA Water Le�els Committee, Barton, Ste�art & White 

Where Is The Bottom Toda�? 
A Disc}ssion Of Chart Dat}m 

Generally speaking, Chart Datum is a reference level used on nautical 
charts to measure water depths.  It’s the zero point for charting depths 
in a given area. The depths you see on a River chart refer to the water 
depth (elevation) above CD. 

Back to Chart Datum… what is this term, and where does it come from?  



- In non-tidal waters, like the River, CD’s are often based upon Mean 
Sea Level.  While Chart Datum isn’t always the “lowest it’s ever been”, 
it’s generally a low level that is seen very infrequently. 

 - A River chart, states the elevation used as its Chart Datum. An 
elevation of 243 feet above sea level equals our typical 0 feet CD.
.  
- Not every chart in the same area uses the same CD level, so check 
your own charts for the elevation for Chart Datum. 
 
- Navigating downriver, the CD usually changes! The elevation used 
as a tilted Chart Datum will drop. Along any river, CD is a sloping 
surface similar to the slope of the river surface low water.

DATUMS: For our River, most of our discussions are limited to the 
bottom left area of the graphic below, bounded by the red oval.

- Mean high water (MHW) is the average of all daily high levels 
observed over a period of several years to capture multi-year cycles.
 
- Mean low water (MLW) is the average of all the daily water levels 
observed over a period of several years.

Click here for more information on Chart Datum

https://ijc.org/en/international-lake-ontario-st-lawrence-river-board-increase-lake-ontario-outflows-help-lake-st
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chart_datum


In the Autumn of 1813, British forces in Upper Canada faced a dire 
situation. Although they had defeated the American push toward 
Montreal at the Battle of Crysler’s Farm in November, the “Right 
Flank” of Upper Canada had fallen. A US naval Squadron captured 
Lake Erie and the US Army and militia defeated British and 
Indigenous forces at the Battle of the Thames. The British 
Admiralty was therefore desperate to maintain control of Lake 
Ontario at all costs. 
 
While the Royal Navy Yard at Kingston and the American base at 
Sackets Harbor engaged in a shipbuilding race historians refer to 
as the “War of the Dockyards,” the Colonial Office in London came 
up with an audacious scheme to tilt the scales in Britain’s favour. 
Over the winter of 1813, they ordered the construction of four 

B�: Timoth� Compea}
The Strange Vo�age of HMS Ps�che

Kingston Ro�al Na�� Yard from Fort Henr�, circa 1815, �ith �essels de-masted and de-rigged. 
Among these �essels is HMS Ps�che.  Image from HMS Ps�che Societ�.

https://saveblindbay.com/
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figh¦iwg ¿e��ep� – ¦À~ 32-g«w f�iga¦e� awd ¦À~ 24-g«w b�ig� – ¦~ be 
b«ip¦ iw Ewgpawd awd ¦hew di�a��evbped awd �ew¦ ¦~ Cawada iw 
�iece�. N~¦hiwg ~f ¦hi� �cape had e¿e� beew a¦¦ev�¦ed bef~�e, b«¦ 
R~Âap Na¿Â ewgiwee�� Àe�e c~wfidew¦ ¦ha¦ ¦heÂ c~«pd acc~v�pi�h 
¦he da�iwg �paw. 
 
Office�� iw Cawada did w~¦ �ha�e ¦he Advi�ap¦Â’� ~�¦ivi�v. Af¦e� 
G~¿e�w~� Gewe�ap Ge~�ge P�e¿~�¦ c~w�«p¦ed hi� ~ffice��, he À�~¦e 
a pewg¦hÂ pe¦¦e� ~bjec¦iwg ¦~ ¦he �paw. The ¿e��ep� Àe�e ¦~ be 
�hi��ed f�~v Ewgpawd iw ¦h~«�awd� ~f w«vbe�ed �iece�, iwcp«diwg 
¦he pewg¦hÂ f�ave�, ¦ivbe��, awd meep�, ap~wg Ài¦h ¦he �~�e�, 
�«ppeÂ�, Àa¦e� ca�m�, awd e¿ew ¦he hea¿Â ca��¦aw awd awch~��, 
�~ve Àeighiwg ~¿e� 4000 �~«wd�. The�e À~«pd ha¿e ¦~ be 
«wp~aded iw M~w¦�eap awd ¦�aw�fe��ed ¦~ �vappe� b~a¦� awd �ew¦ «� 
¦he S¦. LaÀ�ewce. TheÂ À~«pd ha¿e ¦~ ei¦he� �~�¦age ~� �h~~¦ ¦he 
�a�id� a¦ ¦he Ca�cade� awd ¦he L~wg Sa«p¦, awd ¦hew c~w¦iw«e ¦he 
j~«�weÂ Ài¦hiw caww~w �h~¦ ~f ¦he Ave�icaw �h~�e. P�e¿~�¦ Àa� a¦ a 
p~�� Àhe�e he À~«pd fiwd ¦he vew awd b~a¦� ¦~ c~v�pe¦e ¦hi� 
vi��i~w Àhipe ap�~ c~w¦iw«iwg ¦~ hawdpe app ¦he �«��pie� weeded f~� 
¦he B�i¦i�h A�vÂ defewdiwg Cawada.
 
P�e¿~�¦’� ~bjec¦i~w� awd ¦he c~w¿~Â ca��Âiwg ¦he �hi�� �a��ed each 
~¦he� �~veÀhe�e iw ¦he A¦paw¦ic. Ra¦he� ¦haw Àa�¦e ¦he va¦e�iap 
¦ha¦ a��i¿ed iw M~w¦�eap iw ¦he S��iwg ~f 1814, P�e¿~�¦ hi�ed a Â~«wg 
Cawadiaw ew¦�e��ewe«� waved Wippiav F~�be� ¦~ ga¦he� ¦he vew 
awd b~a¦� weeded ¦~ c~w¿eÂ ¦he va¦e�iap f~� j«�¦ ~we ~f ¦he 
f�iga¦e�, HMS P�Âche, ¦~ Kiwg�¦~w. The �e�¦ ~f ¦he di�a��evbped 
�hi�� �~¦¦ed aÀaÂ.
 
W~�miwg iw �epaÂ� ¦h�~«gh~«¦ ¦he Fapp, d~Éew� ~f vew iw ��eciappÂ 
b«ip¦ �i¿e� b~a¦� ca��ied ¦he ¦h~«�awd� ~f hea¿Â, aÀmÀa�d �iece� «� 
¦he �i¿e�. The �ecei�¦� f~� ¦he j~«�weÂ �«�¿i¿e awd ¦epp aw iwc�edibpe 
¦ape ~f ewd«�awce awd ��eci�i~w. Agaiw�¦ ¦he ~dd�, F~�be� awd hi� 
vew depi¿e�ed ¦he ew¦i�e ¿e��ep ¦~ Kiwg�¦~w, b«¦ i¦ Àa� aw 

https://cwf-fcf.org/en/explore/gardening-for-wildlife/plants/buy/native-plant-suppliers/native-plant-suppliers/on/
https://saveblindbay.com/
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expensive mission. Psyche cost around £7000 to construct in 
England, and £12,500 to transport her from Montreal to Kingston. 
The mission also cost Forbes his life after he contracted an illness 
while working through months of miserable weather on the St. 
Lawrence. 

Kingston shipbuilders rapidly assembled the frigate. Using extra 
material, they transformed the 32-gun ship into a frigate bristling 
with 56 cannons. They pulled off a scheme officers in Upper 
Canada thought almost impossible. Launched on Christmas Day, 
1814, HMS Psyche was considered the fastest warship on Lake 
Ontario, and even an American newspaper admitted she was “a 
beautiful ship.” The US Secretary of the Navy was also impressed 
and wrote to President Madison that the Psyche was a reminder 
that they were at war with “most potent Naval power in the world” 
and suggested that perhaps it was time to give up the fight for 
Lake Ontario. Psyche never fired a shot in anger but its presence 
on the Lake could have been decisive had the war continued. 
 
The story of HMS Psyche is perhaps one of the strangest incidents 
from the War of 1812. That a 130-foot, 769-ton 56-gun frigate, made 
of fir trees from the Russian Empire, was launched in Kingston is a 
demonstration of both the incredible engineering capabilities, and 
the hubris, of the British Royal Navy in the Napoleonic Era. 
 
Today, HMS Psyche sits at the bottom Deadman’s Bay near Fort 
Henry and one of the Lake Fleet Islands is named in her honour. 
 
For the complete story of HMS Psyche see Timothy Compeau, “The 
Royal Navy’s Psyche on Lake Ontario: A British Experiment with 
Prefabricated Warships in the War of 1812,” The Journal of Military 
History, Vol. 86, No. 2 (April, 2022): 321-343.

https://cwf-fcf.org/en/explore/gardening-for-wildlife/plants/buy/native-plant-suppliers/native-plant-suppliers/on/
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Join the 2026 
Invasive Species 

Forum
Tue, Feb 17, 2026 8:00 AM - 

 Thu, Feb 19, 5:00 PM EST
 

EÜ�aod Ýz¾  koz×ledge zo a  aoge zf 
¶z�ic¨  ega diog ioÖa¨iÖe ¨�ecie¨. Selec¶ 
Ýz¾  z×o ×z k¨hz�¨ f zm mz e ¶hao 60 

oz¶able ¶z�ic¨ ¶h z¾ghz¾¶ ¶he 3 daÝ fz ¾m. 
 

 
 Sigo ¾� fz  FREE ¶z �a ¶ici�a¶e io Ýz¾  

chzice  ×z k¨hz�¨ aod ¨�eake ¨ Öia 
ZOOM 

 

https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/
https://www.invasivespeciescentre.ca/events/invasive-species-forum/#presentations
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When Ontario’s Ministry of Transportation began to plan for the 
future expansion of the Highway 401 in the Kingston to 
Brockville region (ultimately to an eight-lane highway with 
potential speed limits of 130 km/h) and began to hold Public 
Consultation Meetings, it seemed like the perfect opportunity 
for concerned citizens and environmental groups to get 
involved.  The Algonquin to Adirondacks Collaborative (A2A) had 
been looking into the issue of wildlife mortality on the three 
main roads in the Gananoque to Brockville corridor for over 
twenty years.  

A2A spearheaded the “Frontenac Arch Safe Passage” campaign  
collaborating with  local nonprofits, community groups, 
government agencies, and dedicated citizens with the mission:

By: Jean Dabros

Right to Roam and the 
401 E�pansion

“Giving wildlife the space they need to roam safely and 
freely across one of eastern North America’s most 
important wildlife corridors—from Algonquin Park to the 
Adirondacks”. 

The Frontenac Arch Safe Passage campaign zeroes in on a critical 
task: building wildlife crossings on Highway 401 in the Frontenac 
Arch allowing wildlife to safely navigate our roads.

 

https://cwf-fcf.org/en/explore/gardening-for-wildlife/plants/buy/native-plant-suppliers/native-plant-suppliers/on/
https://www.fergusontreenursery.ca/about-us
https://saveblindbay.com/
https://www.frontenacsafepassage.org/
https://www.a2acollaborative.org/
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Wipdpife c�~��iwg� (b�idge�, c«p¿e�¦� awd fewciwg) a�e c~�¦-effec¦i¿e, 
��~¿ew �~p«¦i~w� ¦ha¦ ��~¦ec¦ Àipdpife �~�«pa¦i~w� awd bi~di¿e��i¦Â, 
iwc�ea�e d�i¿e� �afe¦Â,  awd ewhawce pawd�ca�e c~wwec¦i¿i¦Â.  
Pa�m� Cawada ha� b«ip¦ 49 c�~��iwg� iw We�¦e�w Cawada ¦ha¦ ha¿e 
�ed«ced Àipdpife v~�¦api¦ie� d«e ¦~ ¦�affic �epa¦ed ca«�e� bÂ 80%.

The acc~v�awÂiwg va� �h~À� ¦he ¦h�ee Àipdpife �a¦hÀaÂ�. Owe 
f�agvew¦ed bÂ HighÀaÂ 401, ¦he Th~«�awd I�pawd� Pa�mÀaÂ, awd 
C~«w¦Â R~ad 2, awd �~ad a�ea� ��~�~�ed f~� vaj~� vi¦iga¦i~w ap~wg 
HighÀaÂ 401. 
 
I¦'� ¦ive ¦~ b�iwg Àipdpife c�~��iwg� ¦~ ¦he F�~w¦ewac A�ch, aw a�ea 
~f high ec~p~gicap ¿ap«e b«¦ ap�~ ~we ~f iwc�ea�iwg Àipdpife �~ad 
v~�¦api¦Â.  The «�c~viwg HighÀaÂ 401 eÁ�aw�i~w ��~¿ide� a c�«ciap 
~��~�¦«wi¦Â ¦~ iwc~��~�a¦e ¦he�e vi¦iga¦i~w vea�«�e� ¦~ vame 
�~ad� �afe� f~� e¿e�Â~we.

The F�~w¦ewac A�ch 
Safe Pa��age g�~«� 
c~wd«c¦ed a �¦«dÂ iw 
2023 high pigh¦iwg ¦he 
a�ea� Ài¦h ¦he highe�¦ 
weed f~� Àipdpife 
c�~��iwg�.

https://cwf-fcf.org/en/explore/gardening-for-wildlife/plants/buy/native-plant-suppliers/native-plant-suppliers/on/
https://parks.canada.ca/nature/science/especes-species/routes-roads
https://www.frontenacsafepassage.org/_files/ugd/18a855_4dee5063cadf417e93edc2e9e5b1f63d.pdf
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Whipe ¦he eÁ�aw�i~w ¦ivepiwe i� �~ve ¦ive iw ¦he f«¦«�e, ¦he 
Miwi�¦�Â �e¦aiwed AECOM Cawada ULC ¦~ «wde�¦ame a Ppawwiwg, 
P�epiviwa�Â De�igw awd Ew¿i�~wvew¦ap A��e��vew¦ (EA) S¦«dÂ ¦~ 
�paw f~� ¦he p~wg-¦e�v �ehabipi¦a¦i~w awd �e�pacevew¦ weed� ~f 
b�idge� awd c«p¿e�¦� ap~wg HighÀaÂ 401 ¦~ ew�«�e ¦ha¦ weÀ 
b�idge�, c«p¿e�¦� awd iw¦e�chawge� a�e de�igwed ¦~ acc~vv~da¦e 
f«¦«�e weed�. 

The fi��¦ P«bpic Iwf~�va¦i~w Cew¦�e vee¦iwg Àa� hepd iw 
Law�d~Àwe iw Oc¦~be� 2025 Ài¦h a �ec~wd �pawwed f~� ¦he fapp ~f 
2026. Aw evaip «�da¦e iwdica¦e� ¦ha¦ feedbacm ¦heÂ ha¿e �ecei¿ed 
¦~ da¦e ha� iwdica¦ed aw iw¦e�e�¦ iw ¦he addi¦i~w ~f Àipdpife 
c�~��iwg�:

“To facilitate wildlife movement under the highway in 
this area, this study will explore opportunities to 
enhance/ expand existing openings by upsizing culverts 
or replacing them with bridges, where appropriate. A 
separate feasibility study will be carried out by MTO to 
look at the possibility for new wildlife crossings in 
suitable locations between Gananoque and Brockville. 
Once completed, the results of the feasibility study will 
inform current and future Highway 401 planning 
projects.” Email received by author.

Make sure you have your say!  Register your voice today.

F~� v~�e iwf~�va¦i~w awd/~� ¦~ �egi�¦e� Â~«� ~�iwi~w ¿i�i¦ ¦he 
��~jec¦ Àeb�i¦e a¦ hÀÂ401gawaw~�«e¦~vapp~�Â¦~Àw.ca  ~� evaip 
¦he ¦eav a¦ ��~jec¦¦eav@hÀÂ401gawaw~�«e¦~vapp~�Â¦~Àw.ca

https://hwy401gananoquetomallorytown.ca/class-environmental-assessment/


Alice the Moose: 

Apice Àa� eÁce�¦i~wappÂ p«cmÂ 
iw he� abipi¦Â ¦~ �afepÂ c�~�� 
~¿e� aw eÁ¦�evepÂ b«�Â f~«� 
pawe highÀaÂ, Ow¦a�i~’� 
HighÀaÂ 401. He� �a��age, 
vade iw 2000, ewc~«w¦e�ed 
fa� pe�� �~ad ¦�affic ¦haw �he 
À~«pd if �he ¦�ied c�~��iwg 
¦~daÂ.  Wipdpife C�~��iwg� 
À~«pd hep� ¦~ vame ¦hi� 
j~«�weÂ �~��ibpe ¦~daÂ awd 
iw ¦he f«¦«�e.

Whew “Apice” ¦he v~~�e Àa� c~ppa�ed awd �epea�ed iw¦~ NeÀ Y~�m’� 
Adi�~wdacm Pa�m iw 1998 �he begaw aw iw��i�a¦i~wap j~«�weÂ.  Af¦e� 
¦À~ Âea�� �he pef¦ he� h~ve �a�m awd headed f~� ¦he Cawada/US 
b~�de�, �Àivviwg ac�~�� ¦he S¦. LaÀ�ewce Ri¿e� iw ¦he ���iwg ~f 
2000 awd Àapmiwg ac�~�� Ow¦a�i~’� f~«� pawe HighÀaÂ 401.  BÂ Àiw¦e� 
~f 2000 �he had c�~��ed iw¦~ Ow¦a�i~’� Apg~w�«iw P�~¿iwciap Pa�m, 
c~v�pe¦iwg a j~«�weÂ ~f 570 mv. Apice’� j~«�weÂ «wde��c~�e� ¦he 
iv�~�¦awce ~f ¦he ec~p~gicap c~��id~�� ¦ha¦ �«w ¦h�~«gh ¦he 
Th~«�awd I�pawd�/F�~w¦ewac A�ch Bi~��he�e �egi~w awd ¦he weed f~� 
aw «wde��¦awdiwg ~f Àipdpife’� “Righ¦ ¦~ R~av”.

the A2A Inspiration

Watch more on 
Alice's story here

By: Jean Dabros

https://saveblindbay.com/
https://www.a2acollaborative.org/alice-the-moose.html
https://saveblindbay.com/
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https://www.gordonbarr.ca/
https://mobilekitchenscanada.com/
http://www.topshop.on.ca/
https://wavveboating.com/
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