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From the Editor

Stephanie Scott, Editor

As we launch into 2025 and begin a serious countdown to the 
end of winter, it's worth noting that the off-season isn't all 
rest for the Board of the TIA.  I hope you will notice the all 
hands-on effort to bring you another information-filled 
River Talk.  We truly admire and appreciate the effort from 
each and every one of our contributors this month.

While we do our best to cover a variety of topics from all 
corners of the river we are always open to feedback. Drop us 
a line anytime with news, photos and requests at 
thousandislandsassociation@gmail.com. We look forward to 
hearing from you.

Cover Photo Credit: Duncan Rawlinson
 
Duncan lives in the Thousands Islands area. Many of his 
images are photographed using drones, others via small 
aircraft or helicopters. His inspiration is the relentless 
quest to learn and explore the area. 

You can find more about Duncan and his exceptional 
images on his website: Duncan.Co

https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/
https://www.savetheriver.org/
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/
https://duncan.co/


President's Message
Peter Fitton

A� Feb�«a�Â «wf~pd� i¦� Àiw¦�Â evb�ace, Àe Íwd ~«��ep¿e� iw ¦he hea�¦ 
~f ¦he �ea�~w. Thi� v~w¦h, ~f¦ew ¦he c~pde�¦ ~f ¦he Âea�, ~ffe�� «� ¦he 
pa�¦ f«pp �¦�e¦ch ~f Àiw¦e� ¦~ ewj~Â ¦he �ef�e�hiwg ~«¦d~~� ac¦i¿i¦ie� ¦ha¦ 
deÍwe ~«� che�i�hed �egi~w -  a ¦�«e Àiw¦e� À~wde�pawd, �e�fec¦ f~� ice 
Í�hiwg, �e�ha�� �w~À�h~eiwg & �peddiwg, awd e¿ew ap�iwe ~� c�~��-
c~«w¦�Â �miiwg. 
 
A� Àe p~~m ahead ¦~ ¦he �e�¦ ~f ¦he v~w¦h, pe¦ «� w~¦ f~�ge¦ ¦he 
�igwiÍcawce ~f Feb�«a�Â'� meÂ da¦e�. G�~«wdh~g DaÂ ~w Feb�«a�Â 2wd, 
¦he daÂ P«wÁ�«¦aÀweÂ Phip iw PA awd Wia�¦~w Wippie iw ON c~ve ~«¦ ~f 
¦hei� h~pe� va�miwg ¦he ewd ~f hibe�wa¦i~w. If ¦heÂ �ee ¦hei� �had~À ~w 
¦hi� daÂ, ¦he�e Àipp be �iÁ v~�e Àeem� ~f Àiw¦e�, awd if ¦heÂ d~ w~¦, 
���iwg awd TIA �~cm �h~ap va�me�� Àipp be ~«¦ ea�pÂ. F~� ¦h~�e ¦hiwmiwg 
¦he�e �h~«pd be a be¦¦e� iwdica¦~�, cpicm he�e f~� 10 O¦he� Fav~«� 
G�~«wdh~g�.

Vapew¦iwe'� DaÂ ~w Feb�«a�Â 14¦h ~ffe�� a v~vew¦ ¦~ �ha�e Àa�v¦h awd 
affec¦i~w Ài¦h p~¿ed ~we�, e¿ew a� ¦he c~pd �e��i�¦� ~«¦�ide. Cpicm he�e 
f~� “Idea� f~� Cepeb�a¦iwg Vapew¦iwe’� DaÂ”  iw�ide iw a Àa�v h~ve!

https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/
https://www.rd.com/article/famous-groundhogs-besides-punxsutawney-phil/
https://www.realsimple.com/holidays-entertaining/holidays/valentines-day/valentines-day-celebration-at-home
https://www.rd.com/article/famous-groundhogs-besides-punxsutawney-phil/


S~ve NeÀ Yea�’� �e�~p«¦i~w� ~f viwe a�e iv��~¿iwg heap¦h & Í¦we��, 
��ewdiwg v~�e ¦ive Ài¦h f�iewd� awd favipÂ, awd de¿ep~�iwg weÀ 
�mipp�. Ti�� f~� mee�iwg �e�~p«¦i~w� iwcp«de b�eamiwg big g~ap� iw¦~ 
�vappe�, v~�e vawageabpe ¦a�m�, awd �ha�iwg ¦hev Ài¦h ~¦he�� f~� 
v«¦«ap �«��~�¦.
 
Y~«� ¿~p«w¦ee� TIA B~a�d i� bacm a¦ À~�m �pawwiwg & b«dge¦iwg f~� i¦� 
2025 ��~g�avviwg. S¦aÂ ¦«wed f~� «�c~viwg aww~«wcevew¦� ab~«¦ 
iv��~¿ed �~cm �h~ap va�me� d«�abipi¦Â awd ¿i�ibipi¦Â, Í�e �«v�� awd 
AED ¦�aiwiwg, �i¿e� cpeaw da¦e�, ¦he J«pÂ AGM, awd ¦he weÁ¦ D~cm, Decm 
& Dew T~«� e¿ew¦.
 
If w~¦ d~we ap�eadÂ, cpicm he�e ¦~ �eweÀ Â~«� 2025 ¦aÁ ded«c¦ibpe TIA 
Mevbe��hi�. We �epÂ ~w awd ¦hawm Â~« f~� 90 �p«� Âea�� ~f 
�«��~�¦iwg ~«� e��ew¦iap �e�¿ice� – �i¿e� �afe¦Â, ew¿i�~wvew¦ap 
aÀa�ewe��, c~vv«wi¦Â �«��~�¦. We �¦awd �¦�~wg ¦~ge¦he� a� aw 
iw¦e�wa¦i~wap ~�gawiÉa¦i~w!

S¦aÂ Àa�v, �¦aÂ ac¦i¿e, awd ewj~Â ¦he bea«¦Â ~f ~«� Àiw¦e� pawd�ca�e. 
Le�� ¦haw 2 v~w¦h� «w¦ip ¦he Í��¦ daÂ ~f ���iwg, a gew¦pe �eviwde� ¦ha¦ 
Àa�ve� daÂ� a�e ~w ¦he h~�iÉ~w!

Goodbye El Nino, Hello La Nina!  “Winter 
With a Heart of Cold” has been forecast 
by the Old Farmer’s Almanac.

https://1drv.ms/b/s!Au1mt_d-If1xgQghK8W9-9HXhgDr?e=F8fOhE
https://www.savetheriver.org/
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/donate/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QM0ruaWcPQ48rLimXjQZVTGTGT1DUCE4/edit?usp=drive_web&ouid=116249796620375805747&rtpof=true
https://www.almanac.com/gardening/planting-calendar/ON/Kingston
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/membership/
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/membership/


Iw c~wj«wc¦i~w Ài¦h ¦he TLTI’� Fi�e Se�¿ice�, ¦hi� �«vve� TIA i� 
�pawwiwg ¦~ ��~¿ide iwf~�va¦i~w ab~«¦, awd cpiwic� iw ¦he «�e ~f, 
¦he ¦Â�e� ~f Àa¦e� �«v�� be�¦ �«i¦ed ¦~ c~w¦aiw i�pawd Í�e�. 

 S¦aÂ ¦«wed f~� f«�¦he� iwf~�va¦i~w a� i¦ bec~ve� a¿aipabpe. 

C.P.R & A.E.D. 
Instr}ctional Da� 
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Owce agaiw TIA Àipp be ~�gawiÉiwg a C.P.R awd 
A.E.D. Iw�¦�«c¦i~wap DaÂ ¦hi� �«vve�.
 
 La�¦ Âea�� e¿ew¦ Àa� ¿e�Â �«cce��f«p.  Se¿e�ap 
¦�aiwee� �aÀ ¦he c�«ciap �a�¦ A.E.D.’� caw �paÂ 
iw pife �a¿iwg, �e�«p¦iwg iw a feÀ A.E.D’� beiwg 
�«�cha�ed f~� «�e iw ¦he I�pawd�.
 
Le¦ «� mw~À iw ad¿awce if Â~« a�e iw¦e�e�¦ed iw 
Â~«� wave beiwg added ¦~ a pi�¦ f~� ¦he 
¦�aiwiwg �e��i~w, awd mee� �eadiwg Ri¿e� Tapm 
awd f~pp~Àiwg TIA’� S~ciap Media f~� f«¦«�e 
de¦aip�.

In the Works for 2025

B�: Alec T}rner

Fire P}mp 
Information 
and Training 
B�: James Coté

https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/


As readers of River Talk know, TIA is represented on a Public 
Advisory Group (PAG), whose broader goal is to review the 
current regulation plan (Plan 2014).  Plan 2014 set rules and 
operational guidelines that govern the outflows from Lake 
Ontario and the St. Lawrence River... and ultimately can 
have an impact on water levels in the Thousand Islands 
Region.

Key highlights over the last 18 months include the 
development of sophisticated data models, processes, and 
potential climate change scenarios.  These new 
data/models have allowed for the review of a great number 
of alternative plans and their potential impacts on water 
levels, with a focus on high and low water years.  
Recommendations will be put forward to the International 
Joint Commission for approval by the Canadian and US 
governments this coming spring.  

Readers of RT can expect an upcoming article that will 
outline these key recommendations, and as importantly, we 
will seek your input to the public review and feedback 
phase.

B�: Ross Ste�art
Update- IJC/GLAM 

Stay Tuned...

https://www.epa.gov/recycle/composting-home
https://www.epa.gov/recycle/composting-home
https://saveblindbay.com/


If you don't live near the River, separation anxiety can feel very real. 
Our favourite way to stay connected is to check out the local 
webcams. Watch the ice come and go and count the days down 
until spring in real time from your comfy chair 
at home.

 Better yet, install your own webcam for next 
 years entertainment. This little fox was caught 
 on camera on an island in the middle of the 
 river.

Ale� Ba� Docks

TIA is a registered not for profit 
organization in both Canada and the US 
and issues tax receipts for all donations.

Holida� Island

Block Ho}se Island

H}ck's Marine

back online soon

Li�e Vie�s of the Ri�er

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wJTwuekiCr0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LvvVOCVyp_w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wJTwuekiCr0
https://hucks.ca/1000-islands-cam/
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/


That winter was somewhat similar to the conditions we are 
experiencing this year. As of today (Jan 10th) the main channels are 
wide open despite the up and down weather we have been having. 
But back then people used the river ice much more than we do 
today, and appeared to have been much braver in crossing the ice to 
get to the islands and in crossing to Clayton. This led to some 
interesting outcomes. In Dec of 1875 a cold snap froze the river out 
to the islands off Gananoque.
 
By the 3rd of Jan the channels were open again and the following 
item made the local paper: “it was so pleasant a day that many were 
tempted out upon the water, and among others a party of ladies 
went up to Mr R Brough’s summer residence on Turcotte’s Island – 
Camp Iroquois – and entertained themselves very pleasantly for 
several hours in picnic style. This is the first time that we have 
known of a picnic to the islands in the winter season.”
 
But not all activities were so pleasant. The same issue reported that a 
young man went through the ice while skating across one of the 
channels. He was in the water for about half an hour before being 
rescued. Not to be deterred, in mid-January two girls, the Misses 
Brough, skated to Kingston, avoiding weak patches of ice. The 
warming weather, though, made them take the “horrid stage” back to 
Gananoque.
 
In the beginning of February it turned cold and snowy. One man, 
who was moving from Clayton to Gananoque, broke through the ice 
at the head of Grindstone and lost his horse, sleigh and all his 
household goods. By mid-February it was mild again with heavy rain 
turning to wet snow. The bright spot was that “sleighing is pretty 
good.”
 
By the end of March even the bravest were calling it quits: “The ice is 
getting unsafe for travel, a horse broke through yesterday on the 
road to Parmenter’s Island.” On the 15th of April it was noted that 
“The water is higher by over two feet than it has been for several 
years past.” It appears that fluctuating water levels was an issue well 
before the Seaway and the bureaucracy that it spawned.

#e Winter of 1876
B�: Pa}l Coté

https://www.epa.gov/recycle/composting-home
https://www.epa.gov/recycle/composting-home
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/


Winter 2025 Topics: Le�els, 
Lake Effect & Making Ice
Vince Barton, Ken White, Ross Ste�art

Did Â~« mw~À, Àa¦e� iw ¦he «��e� G�ea¦ Lame� (Lame H«�~w) caw ¦ame a 
�h~�¦c«¦, �mi��iwg Lame E�ie awd Niaga�a Fapp�, ¦~ a��i¿e iw ¦he Lame 
Ow¦a�i~ Ba�iw? The �ada� bep~À ¦epp� ¦he �¦~�Â a� ¦he NE Àiwd bpeÀ vid-
daÂ Jaw«a�Â 4¦h.

Thi� v~i�¦«�e, �idiwg ap~f¦ ~w �a�idpÂ v~¿iwg Àiwd�, i� Àha¦ vame� “Lame 
Effec¦” À~�m. The f~�v«pa i� a c~pd Àiwd bp~Àiwg ~¿e� Àa�ve� Àa¦e� f~� 
a p~wg �each (di�¦awce) f«ep� e¿a�~�a¦i~w a� ¦he Àiwd �icm� «� p~¦� ~f 
v~i�¦«�e. Thew aw e¿ew¦«ap �i�e iw epe¿a¦i~w “��«eeÉe�” ¦he v~i�¦«�e 
iw¦~ d�Â fp«ffÂ �w~À. 

The c«��ew¦ Àa¦e� pe¿ep iw ApeÁ BaÂ i� ab~«¦ 1 f~~¦ ab~¿e cha�¦ da¦«v. I¦’� 
«� wea�pÂ a f~~¦ f�~v ~«� ��i~� Ri¿e� Tapm awd cp~�e ¦~ a¿e�age f~� ¦hi� 
¦ive ~f Âea�. Wiw¦e� pe¿ep ��edic¦i~w� f~� ¦he weÁ¦ 6-v~w¦h� a�e ��e¦¦Â 
veawiwgpe�� f~� Àha¦ Àipp ha��ew iw ¦he ���iwg, �~ Àe À~w’¦ iwcp«de ¦he 
�¦awda�d 1-Âea� Àa¦e� pe¿ep� g�a�hic.

The Georgian Ba� Connection

Current Water Levels

M~i�¦«�e f�~v Lame H«�~w’� 
Ge~�giaw BaÂ C~wwec¦i~w a��i¿e� 
ap~f¦, ~w �¦�~wg Àiwd� di�ec¦pÂ 
f�~v ¦he NW. Thew ¦he epe¿a¦i~w 
�i�e ~f ¦he T«g Hipp Ppa¦ea« d«v�� 
�w~À ~w ¦he SE c~�we� ~f Lame 
Ow¦a�i~, be¦Àeew O�Àeg~ awd 
SÂ�ac«�e. N~�vappÂ, ¦he ��e¿aipiwg 
Àe�¦e�pÂ Àiwd�, apigwed Ài¦h ¦he 
p~wg “�each” ~f Lame Ow¦a�i~, 
de�~�i¦ pame effec¦ �w~À j«�¦ �~«¦h 
~f Wa¦e�¦~Àw ~w ¦he Ea�¦ ewd.

https://www.theweathernetwork.com/en/news/weather/severe/when-it-rains-it-pours-toronto-records-its-wettest-summer-on-record-ontario


S~ h~À i� ¦he ice ~w ¦he Ri¿e� d~iwg ¦hi� Âea�?  I¦’� �¦ipp a À~�m iw 
��~g�e��, b«¦ a g~~d av~«w¦ ~f ice ha� ap�eadÂ f~�ved.  Red«c¦i~w� iw 
~«¦fp~À� fi��¦ �¦a�¦ed ~w Jaw«a�Â 9¦h awd Àew¦ «� awd d~Àw a bi¦, b«¦ 
~«¦fp~À� a�e w~À bacm «� ¦~ ¦hei� �paw-capc«pa¦ed fp~À� a� ~f Jaw«a�Â 
23�d ¦~ Àai¦ f~� c~pde� Àea¦he�, Àhich ha� �iwce a��i¿ed.  S~ve f«�¦he� 
�ed«c¦i~w� iw ~«¦fp~À vaÂ be weeded a� ice c~w¦iw«e� ¦~ f~�v, b«¦ 
¦hiwg� a�e p~~miwg g~~d a¦ ¦hi� �~iw¦.  Cpicm he�e f~� v~�e de¦aip� 
di�ec¦pÂ f�~v ¦he B~a�d.

FYI ¦he G�ea¦ Lame� ice c~¿e� a¿e�age i� c«��ew¦pÂ 20.8%. Lame S«�e�i~� 
i� 9.5% c~¿e�ed Àhipe Lame E�ie i� 58.2% ice & �w~À c~¿e�ed. Lame 
Ow¦a�i~ i� ¦he pea�¦ f�~Éew a¦ ~wpÂ 7.1%, Ài¦h aw a¿e�age �eam eÁ�ec¦ed 
a¦ ~wpÂ 15% iw ¦he ¦hi�d Àeem ~f Feb�«a�Â.
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The Iw¦e�wa¦i~wap Lame Ow¦a�i~ - S¦. LaÀ�ewce Ri¿e� (ILOSLR) B~a�d'� 
bigge�¦ j~b d«�iwg ¦he ea�pÂ Àiw¦e� i�w’¦ adj«�¦iwg fp~À� ¦~ �paw ¦he 
���iwg’� pe¿ep, a� �igh¦ w~À ¦heÂ a�e e��ew¦iappÂ �~Àe�pe��. Iw�¦ead, ¦he 
meÂ i� vawagiwg (iwi¦iappÂ p~Àe�iwg) ~«¦fp~À� ¦~ ewabpe a �¦abpe ice �hee¦ 
¦~ f~�v iw c�i¦icap �ec¦i~w� ~f ¦he Ri¿e�, iwcp«diwg:
-The Bea«ha�w~i� Cawap- w~¦ fa� «��¦�eav f�~v M~w¦�eap, Âe¦ 
d~Àw�¦�eav f�~v
-Lame S¦. LaÀ�ewce - ¦he f~�ebaÂ ~f ¦he M~�e�-Sa«wde�� HÂd�~ Dav 
(wea� C~�wÀapp)

Did you know that the big lake effect snow storms 
from Lake Erie are already over, since ice cover blocks 
strong winds aligned with the lake from picking up 
moisture through water evaporation?

Making Ice - Winter Operations Under Plan 2014

2025 Ice Making Update - St. La�rence Ri�er

Owce ¦he �¦abpe ice i� f~�ved, 
~«¦fp~À� caw be iwc�ea�ed agaiw 
¦~ ¦he �paw-capc«pa¦ed fp~À�.  
WhÂ i� i¦ iv�~�¦aw¦ ¦~ f~�v �¦abpe 
ice?  Wi¦h~«¦ i¦, ice jav� caw 
ca«�e �e�i~«� p~capiÉed fp~~diwg 
awd iwf�a�¦�«c¦«�e de�¦�«c¦i~w iw 
�ew�i¦i¿e a�ea� ap~wg ¦he Ri¿e�.

Cpicm he�e ¦~ Àa¦ch ¦he 4 viw 
¿ide~ ~w Wiw¦e� O�e�a¦i~w�

https://www.theweathernetwork.com/en/news/weather/severe/when-it-rains-it-pours-toronto-records-its-wettest-summer-on-record-ontario
https://ijc.org/en/loslrb/watershed/outflow-changes
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1496858490337892
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1496858490337892


Rene�ing Cottage 
and Boat Ins}rance

4

Assessing Your Current Coverage
Bef~�e �eweÀiwg Â~«� iw�«�awce, �e¿ieÀ Â~«� c«��ew¦ c~¦¦age awd 
b~a¦ c~¿e�age. Thi� a��e��vew¦ Àipp hep� Â~« de¦e�viwe if Â~«� 
eÁi�¦iwg c~¿e�age i� �¦ipp ade�«a¦e ~� if adj«�¦vew¦� a�e wece��a�Â ¦~ 
�eÎec¦ awÂ chawge� iw ci�c«v�¦awce� ~� ��~�e�¦Â ¿ap«e.
 
C~¿e�age Livi¦�: Ew�«�e ¦ha¦ ¦he c~¿e�age pivi¦� a�e �«fÍciew¦ ¦~ 
c~¿e� ¦he �e�pacevew¦ c~�¦ ~f Â~«� c~¦¦age awd b~a¦. C~w�ide� awÂ 
iv��~¿evew¦� ~� addi¦i~w� vade ¦~ ¦he c~¦¦age ~� «�g�ade� ¦~ ¦he 
b~a¦ ¦ha¦ vaÂ iwc�ea�e ¦hei� ¿ap«e.
 
EÁcp«�i~w�: Re¿ieÀ awÂ eÁcp«�i~w� ~� pivi¦a¦i~w� iw Â~«� �~picie� ¦ha¦ 
c~«pd affec¦ Â~«� c~¿e�age. Thi� iwcp«de� «wde��¦awdiwg ¦he e¿ew¦� ~� 
davage� ¦ha¦ a�e w~¦ c~¿e�ed «wde� Â~«� c«��ew¦ iw�«�awce.

Renewing your cottage and boat insurance is a crucial step in 
ensuring your leisure assets remain protected against 
unforeseen risks. Review your coverage annually to ensure 
peace of mind and safeguard against potential financial losses.

B�: Peter Fitton

https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/
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Liabipi¦Â C~¿e�age: Ve�ifÂ ¦he piabipi¦Â c~¿e�age iwcp«ded iw Â~«� 
�~picie�. Thi� i� �a�¦ic«pa�pÂ iv�~�¦aw¦ f~� b~a¦ iw�«�awce, a� 
b~a¦iwg accidew¦� caw �e�«p¦ iw �igwiÍcaw¦ piabipi¦Â cpaiv�.

Seeking Professional Advice
Na¿iga¦iwg ¦he c~v�peÁi¦ie� ~f iw�«�awce �eweÀap caw be 
chappewgiwg. Seemiwg ¦he ad¿ice ~f aw iw�«�awce ��~fe��i~wap caw 
hep� Â~« vame iwf~�ved deci�i~w� awd ew�«�e ¦ha¦ Â~«� c~¿e�age 
ade�«a¦epÂ ��~¦ec¦� Â~«� a��e¦�. Aw iw�«�awce b�~me� ~� agew¦ caw 
��~¿ide �e��~wapiÉed �ec~vvewda¦i~w� ba�ed ~w Â~«� ��eciÍc 
weed� awd ci�c«v�¦awce�.
 
Comparing Insurance Providers
Whew �eweÀiwg Â~«� iw�«�awce, i¦'� beweÍciap ¦~ c~v�a�e 
diffe�ew¦ iw�«�awce ��~¿ide�� awd �~picie�. Thi� c~v�a�i�~w caw 
hep� Â~« Íwd ¦he be�¦ c~¿e�age a¦ a c~v�e¦i¦i¿e ��ice. C~w�ide� 
fac¦~�� �«ch a� c~¿e�age ~�¦i~w�, ��evi«v�, ded«c¦ibpe�, awd 
c«�¦~ve� �e¿ieÀ� Àhew e¿ap«a¦iwg �~¦ew¦iap iw�«�e��.

ReweÀiwg Â~«� c~¦¦age awd b~a¦ iw�«�awce i� a ¿i¦ap ��~ce�� ¦ha¦ 
ew�«�e� c~w¦iw«ed ��~¦ec¦i~w f~� Â~«� ¿ap«abpe pei�«�e a��e¦�. BÂ 
ca�ef«ppÂ �e¿ieÀiwg Â~«� �~picie�, c~w�ide�iwg Â~«� c«��ew¦ weed�, 
�eemiwg ��~fe��i~wap ad¿ice, awd c~v�a�iwg iw�«�awce ��~¿ide��, 
Â~« caw �ec«�e ¦he ~�¦i~w�, ��evi«v�, ded«c¦ibpe�, awd c«�¦~ve� 
�e¿ieÀ� Àhew e¿ap«a¦iwg �~¦ew¦iap iw�«�e��, Â~« caw �ec«�e ¦he 
be�¦ c~¿e�age a¦ a c~v�e¦i¦i¿e ��ice. Tamiwg ¦he�e �¦e�� Àipp 
��~¿ide �eace ~f viwd awd �afeg«a�d Â~«� iw¿e�¦vew¦� agaiw�¦ 
«wf~�e�eew �i�m�, app~Àiwg Â~« ¦~ ewj~Â Â~«� c~¦¦age awd b~a¦ 
Ài¦h c~wÍdewce.

 

https://www.epa.gov/recycle/composting-home
https://www.epa.gov/recycle/composting-home


B�: Stephanie Scott

A2A Collaborati�e 
Recei�es Go�ernment 
F}nding

N~¿evbe� 22, 2024 ¦he Fede�ap G~¿e�wvew¦ aww~«wced 
v~�e ¦haw $6 Mippi~w f«wdiwg f~� 9 vaj~� Àipdpife 
c~��id~�� iwcp«diwg ¦he F�~w¦ewac Bi~��he�e c~��id~� 
��awwiwg f�~v ¦he Adi�~wdam� ¦~ Apg~w�«iw Pa�m.

MP Ma�m Ge��e¦�~w aww~«wced 
$369,528 iw f«wdiwg f~� ¦he 
F�~w¦ewac A�ch Bi~��he�e 
Ne¦À~�m ¦~ ad¿awce c~w�e�¿a¦i~w 
�pawwiwg awd c~ppab~�a¦i~w Ài¦hiw 
¦he Apg~w�«iw ¦~ Adi�~wdacm 
(A2A) ¦�aw�b~«wda�Â c~��id~�. 
C~vbiwed Ài¦h $144,016 iw 
va¦chiwg f«wd�, ¦he ¦~¦ap 
iw¿e�¦vew¦ ~f $513,544 Àipp 
b~p�¦e� ec~p~gicap c~wwec¦i¿i¦Â 
awd bi~di¿e��i¦Â c~w�e�¿a¦i~w 
ac�~�� ¦hi� c�i¦icap �egi~w.

The Ec~p~gicap C~��id~�� P�~jec¦, 
i� �a�¦ ~f Cawada'� g~ap ~f 
c~w�e�¿iwg 30 �e�cew¦ ~f i¦� pawd, 
iwpawd Àa¦e�� awd va�iwe a�ea� 
bÂ 2030. L~cappÂ, i¦ Àipp �ee 
�a�¦we�� A2A C~ppec¦i¿e, ¦he 
F�~w¦ewac A�ch Bi~��he�e awd 
Ppew¦Â Cawada À~�miwg ¦~ge¦he� 
¦~ ��~¦ec¦ bi~di¿e��i¦Â awd 
ewhawce pawd�ca�e c~wwec¦i¿i¦Â 
Ài¦hiw ¦he F�~w¦ewac A�ch 
�egi~w.

https://www.epa.gov/recycle/composting-home
https://www.epa.gov/recycle/composting-home
https://saveblindbay.com/


was a speaker at the Save the River 
Winter Environmnetal Conference 
Jan 25, 2025. She discussed the A2A 
Collectives efforts to improve 
connectivity for wildlife through our 
bi-national road ecology study in the 
1000 Islands Region.

Recordings of this and other WEC 
speakers are available for viewing 
online. 
Click here for more.

Dr. Kate Cleary, of the A2A 
Algonquin to Adirondacks 
Collaborative 

Images from A2A 
 Collective communications



Our largest of the woodpecker family is the Pileated 
Woodpecker, measuring an impressive length of up to 19 
inches and a wing span of 30 inches. They are primarily 
black with a red crest; however, during flight their wings 
show white. They also fly in the characteristic undulating 
flight pattern of woodpeckers.
 
Now that we are well into our cold winter season, you may 
even see them more often as they do not migrate south and 
because of our leaf-less deciduous forests. In the winter 
they still search for insects, especially carpenter ants and 
wood-boring beetle larvae, but as the cold settles in and 
insects go deeper into cover they will also forage fruits, 
nuts, and berries, including poison ivy berries.
 
In the Thousand island area and most of Ontario, Pileated 
woodpeckers will lay their eggs, typically between 3 and 5 
between mid-April and mid-May. Both parents incubate the 
eggs throughout the day while the male incubates them 
during the night. The young hatch in 15 to 18 days and 
fledge within a month.

B�: St}art Arnett
Pileated Wood Peckers

The Pileated Woodpecker is very 
distinctive and easy to identify.  It plays 
an important role in the well being of our 
deciduous forests.

https://www.epa.gov/recycle/composting-home
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Pileated_Woodpecker/id?gad_source=1&gbraid=0AAAAADzNbpyrvj_gkNPUws98jb4VBNAmJ&gclid=Cj0KCQiA4-y8BhC3ARIsAHmjC_Hyv374eLsgNpoQr6h1_hsrifkOFYQqQq6CpwEBRg9AcAJrtFd1TTkaAmv0EALw_wcB
https://www.epa.gov/recycle/composting-home


Once the young fledge and leave the nest, the family 
abandons the hole and do not use it the following 
year. When abandoned, these holes provide future 
homes for many forest songbirds and a wide variety of 
other animals. Owls and tree-nesting ducks may 
largely rely on holes made by pileateds to raise their 
young. Even mammals such as raccoons may use 
them. Other woodpeckers and smaller birds, such as 
wrens, may be attracted to pileated holes to feed on 
the insects found in them.

Female Male

Red cheek

Red forehead

No Red cheek

No Red on forehead



Whe¦he� Â~« c~ve f�~v gewe�a¦i~w� ~f “Ri¿e� Ra¦�” ~� a�e j«�¦ 
a ¿i�i¦~� ¦~ ¦hi� �egi~w i¦ i� ha�d ¦~ dewÂ ¦he �«pp ~f ¦he vigh¦Â 
S¦. LaÀ�ewce Ri¿e� awd ¦he b�ea¦h¦amiwg bea«¦Â ~f ¦he 
Th~«�awd I�pawd�.  The �ich di¿e��i¦Â ~f ¦he Î~�a awd fa«wa caw 
vame Â~« �¦~� awd �«pp ~«¦ Â~«� idew¦iÍca¦i~w g«ide beca«�e 
Â~« �eapiÉe Â~« d~w’¦ mw~À Àha¦ ¦ha¦ 
bi�d/�paw¦/¦�ee/Í�h/¦«�¦pe/�e�¦ipe/av�hibiaw/vavvap 
c~«pd be awd Â~« d~w’¦ ¦hiwm Â~« ha¿e e¿e� �eew i¦ bef~�e. A� 
�epa¦i¿epÂ �ecew¦ �e�idew¦� ¦~ ¦he Th~«�awd I�pawd� (¦he 
bed�~cm i�, af¦e� app, v~�e ¦haw 1.2 bippi~w Âea�� ~pd) i¦ i� 
iv�~�¦aw¦ ¦~ pea�w a� v«ch Àe caw ab~«¦ Àha¦ vame� ¦hi� a�ea 
�~ «wi�«e. 
 
The S¦. LaÀ�ewce Ri¿e�, d�aiwiwg ¦he Àa¦e�� ~f ¦he G�ea¦ Lame� 
awd �ewdiwg ¦hev ~w ¦~ ¦he A¦paw¦ic Oceaw, c«¦� ¦h�~«gh aw 
eÁ�~�ed �¦�i� ~f P�ecavb�iaw �~cm ¦ha¦ �¦�e¦che� �~«ghpÂ f�~v 
Kiwg�¦~w iw ¦he Àe�¦ ¦~ B�~cm¿ippe iw ¦he ea�¦, ~w ¦he Cawadiaw 
�ide ~f ¦he �i¿e�.  Thi� �ec¦i~w ~f �~cm, mw~Àw a� ¦he F�~w¦ewac 
A�ch, piwm� ¦he Cawadiaw Shiepd f�~v Apg~w�«iw Pa�m iw Ow¦a�i~ 
Ài¦h ¦he Adi�~wdacm M~«w¦aiw� iw NeÀ Y~�m. The a�ea ~f ¦he 
A�ch ¦ha¦ c«¦� ¦h�~«gh ¦he S¦. LaÀ�ewce Ri¿e� ha� pef¦ eÁ�~�ed 
g�awi¦e v~«w¦aiw ¦~�� ~� ~«¦c�~��iwg� ¦ha¦ vame «� ¦he 
Th~«�awd I�pawd�.

B�: Jean Dabros 
Frontenac Arch Biosphere

Ph~¦~: Jeaw Dab�~�

https://www.epa.gov/recycle/composting-home
https://www.epa.gov/recycle/composting-home
https://saveblindbay.com/


Check out Parks Canada 
corridor priorities here

Thi� F�~w¦ewac A�ch, awd ¦he Th~«�awd I�pawd� iw ¦he S¦. LaÀ�ewce Ri¿e� 
VappeÂ, va�m ¦he c~w¿e�gewce ~f ¦À~ vaj~� vig�a¦i~w �a¦hÀaÂ�. Fi¿e 
di¿e��e f~�e�¦ �egi~w� c~wwec¦ a¦ ¦hi� p~ca¦i~w awd ¦he wa¦«�ap 
w~�¦h/�~«¦h b�idge ¦ha¦ ¦he i�pawd� ��~¿ide app~À� f~� ¦he viÁiwg ~f a 
«wi�«e bpewd ~f Î~�a awd fa«wa. Add ¦~ ¦ha¦ ¦he �egi~w’� c~v�peÁ ge~p~gÂ 
awd «wi�«e cpiva¦ic c~wdi¦i~w� awd ¦he Th~«�awd I�pawd� ��~¿ide aw 
iv��e��i¿e ec~p~gicap di¿e��i¦Â. TheÂ ha¿e bec~ve a �ef«ge f~� vawÂ 
��ecie� a¦ �i�m.  
 
Owe ~f ¦he vaj~� ¦heve� a¦ ¦he Pa�m� Cawada 2020 R~«wd Tabpe Àa� ¦he 
de¿ep~�vew¦ ~f ec~p~gicap c~��id~�� ac�~�� Cawada.  Pa�m� Cawada 
de¿ep~�ed a va� ~f wa¦i~wap ��i~�i¦Â a�ea� Àhe�e ec~p~gicap c~��id~�� 
Àe�e v~�¦ «�gew¦pÂ weeded iw Cawada ¦~ c~w�e�¿e awd/~� �e�¦~�e 
c~wwec¦i¿i¦Â. The F�~w¦ewac A�ch awd L~Àe� G�ea¦ Lame� Àa� de¦e�viwed 
¦~ be aw iv�~�¦aw¦ ec~p~gicap c~��id~�:
 
 “…¦hi� ��i~�i¦Â a�ea ha� high �~¦ew¦iap f~� Àipdpife v~¿evew¦ ~w ei¦he� 
�ide ~f ¦he S¦. LaÀ�ewce Ri¿e� awd c~w¦aiw� w«ve�~«� ~��~�¦«wi¦ie� ¦~ 
c~wwec¦ pa�ge ��~¦ec¦ed a�ea� awd wa¦«�ap habi¦a¦�. The F�~w¦ewac A�ch 
��~¿ide� a �egi~wappÂ iv�~�¦aw¦ f~�e�¦ed c~wwec¦i~w be¦Àeew ¦he 
A��apachiaw M~«w¦aiw� awd ¦he Apg~w�«iw highpawd�. The i�pawd� awd 
i�pe¦� ~f ¦he Th~«�awd I�pawd� a�chi�epag~ ac¦ a� a pawd b�idge ¦~ c�~�� ¦he 
S¦. LaÀ�ewce Ri¿e� awd a�~«wd ¦he G�ea¦ Lame� app~Àiwg a wa��~À a�ea ~f 
�a��age ¦h�~«gh ¦hi� pawd�ca�e.
 
The f~�e�¦� awd Àe¦pawd� ~f ¦hi� ��i~�i¦Â a�ea �«��~�¦ high bi~di¿e��i¦Â 
awd w«ve�~«� ��ecie� a¦ �i�m. N~¦abpÂ ¦he�e a�e vawÂ �e�¦ipe awd 
av�hibiaw ��ecie� �«ch a� ¦he ea�¦e�w �ibb~w�wame, Í¿e-piwed �miwm, g�aÂ 
�a¦�wame, w~�¦he�w va� ¦«�¦pe, awd �wa��iwg ¦«�¦pe. Mavvap� Ài¦h pa�ge 
h~ve �awge� �«ch a� v~~�e, Í�he�, bpacm bea�, Ea�¦e�w À~pf, awd Cawada 
LÂwÁ ap�~ «�e ¦he habi¦a¦� iw ¦hi� ��i~�i¦Â a�ea ¦~ v~¿e ac�~�� ¦he 
pawd�ca�e.” 

https://saveblindbay.com/
https://parks.canada.ca/nature/science/conservation/corridors-ecologiques-ecological-corridors/prioritaires-priorities
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TIA Community Board
River Talk is introducing the Community Bulletin Board to allow 

organizations, businesses and persons to post notices, events and 
meetings relevant to the River Community. 

Thousand Islands Playhouse 
 released its 2025 Season lineup 

 
Mary Poppins is coming 
 to the Playhouse next 
 summer! Check out the 
 other productions online 

January 16, 2025
 

 The Township of 
Leeds and the 

Thousand Islands 
Approved a 6.8% 

Property Tax increase 
for 2025

https://saveblindbay.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rXU_8XMSa18
https://www.gananoque.ca/community-services/parks-and-recreation/municipal-marina
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/
https://www.tiwlt.ca/event/harvest-festival/
https://www.tiwlt.ca/event/spooky-species/


Did you know that TIA is the sole 
organization responsible for the spring 
placement, seasonal maintenance and fall 
removal of over 220 orange and white ROCK 
markers between the eastern tip of Howe 
Island and Brockville?
Contrary to what many still believe, this 
work is done by TIA, NOT Parks Canada or 
the Canadian Coast Guard.
 
Beyond this, TIA also provides the funding 
for an additional 100 markers that are placed 
in American waters each season by Save The 
River between Cape Vincent and 
Morristown.
 
Established in 1934, TIA is a not-for-profit 
organization that relies heavily on 
membership to fund the work we do each 
summer.
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Membership Matters

   $25 - Student - River Rat Cadet
   $50 - River Rat Individual
   $75 - River Rat Couple
   $125 - River Rat Warren (Family)
 

   $250 - Mariner(s)
   $500 - Navigator(s)
   $1,000 - Pilot(s)
   $1,500 - Commodore(s)

CHOOSE YOUR MEMBERSHIP LEVEL

PLEASE BECOME A MEMBER OR RENEW 
YOUR EXISTING MEMBERSHIP TODAY

https://saveblindbay.com/


TIA Thanks Our 
 ADMIRAL Sponsors

To learn more about any sponsor, click on their logo.

https://divebrockville.com/
https://www.georginaratcliffe.com/
https://www.getgm.com/
https://www.hansler.com/
https://americanbaitworks.com/
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/
https://clarksmarina.ca/
https://marina.ca/
https://www.gananoque.ca/invest-in-gananoque/business-directory/eastern-marine-service
https://www.cityexperiences.com/gananoque/city-cruises/
https://ivyleaclub.ca/
https://www.houseboatholidays.ca/
https://glenhouseresort.com/
https://advisor.investorsgroup.com/en/heather_caird#%23
https://www.clarkeandwright.com/
https://www.homehardware.ca/en/store/14407
https://c-tow.ca/
https://andrecon.com/
https://kehoemarine.com/
https://www.keyesbrokers.com/
https://www.facebook.com/marshallscleaning


To learn more about any sponsor, click on their logo.

TIA Thanks Our 
 ADMIRAL Sponsors

https://mobilekitchenscanada.com/
http://www.topshop.on.ca/
http://www.villagequay.com/
https://wavveboating.com/
http://pecksmarina.ca/
https://redmondrealtyltd.com/
mailto:john.pelow@sympatico.ca
https://www.facebook.com/QualityMarineConstruction/
https://rockportcruises.com/
https://moultontreeservice.ca/
https://solowaywright.com/
http://parkwaypestcontrol.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/thewoodenboatshop
https://natureswaylandscaping.net/
https://www.stlawrencecruiselines.com/
https://parks.canada.ca/pn-np/on/1000/~/link.aspx?_id=0CC0861610684BE19B1B5462F8D92C82&_z=z
http://thornbuschlandscaping.com/


 
 

Due to seasonality, varying water levels, vandalism and equipment failure, the 
Thousand Islands Association (TIA) disclaims any liability for the absence of any of its 

shoal markers from time to time.

The Thousand Islands Association (TIA) is a not for profit organization that is 
proactive in addressing safety on the river, promoting environmental preservation 
and supporting the interests of the Community for the benefit of the 1000 Islands 

region of the St. Lawrence River.

thousandislandsassociation@gmail.com

Thousand Islands Association (TIA)

P.O. Box 616
Clayton, NY 13624

United States of America

P.O. Box 274
Gananoque, ON K7G 2T8

Canada

Photo Credit: Jo�ce Medcalf, Ice on Hill Island

https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/
https://www.thousandislandsassociation.com/

